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SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


To a remark made in the following 
extract from the Episcopal Watchman, 
we would call the particular attention 
of those whose minds have ever been 
disturbed with doubts of the success 
of religious enterprises. ‘‘ No judicious 
plan of Christian benevolence was 
ever zealously prosecuted that did 
not succeed.”—This is a declaration 
justified by all experience, and we do 
not believe that there has been, from 
the time of the apostles to the present, 
one single design of real Christian 
benevolence, pursued with that zeal 
which engagedness in a good thing 
required, which has ever fallen short 
of its object. And this is a most 
animating consideration to all whose 
hearts and hands are engaged in Sun- 
day-school instruction. 

Connected with this observation, it 
is also said, that ‘*none”—that is, no 
judicious plan of Christian benevo- 
lence, “*ever succeeded that did not 
bring others in its train.” The effort 
to remove one evil, naturally tends to 
detect others; and the feeling which 
prompted a remedy in the one case, is 
Vor. V.—-29 








never satisfied unless a remedy can 
also be applied to the other. The 
multiplication of means of doing good 
is the result of this feeling. For in- 
stance, it is determined to give the 
Bible; but there are found those who 
cannot read;—superadded to the gift 
of the book, then, must be the gift of 
instruction, without which it is nothing 
more than a dead letter; then on both 
appears the necessity of the missionary 
to expound and enforce the sacred 
requisitions; and then the collateral 
aid of tracts, to occupy the little cre- 
vices of time, if we may so speak. 
We might have enlarged this con- 
sideration greatly, but these few re- 
marks will illustrate our meaning. 
The fact, that every successful plan of 
judicious Christian benevolence has a 
natural tendency to bring others in its 
train, may to some, who are not hearti- 
ly in the Lord’s work, be a most ap- 
palling fact; but to him who has no 
heart’s desire so intense, and no prayer 
so ardent, as that men may be saved, 
it is a fact full of delightful reflections 
and anticipations. 
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From one remark, and one only, in 
the extract, do we find any disposition 
to dissent. It is said, in reference to 
the instruction of adults, that ‘in our 
own country, by the blessing of hea- 
ven upon the free and enlightened in- 
stitutions of our fathers, there is com- 
paratively little occasion for this part 
of the Sunday-school system.” This 
remark we judge to be far too general, 
even with the exception of the co- 
In 
some sections of the country it might 


loured population of our country. 


be true, and in none more so than in 
the favoured portion, from whence 
the article to which we refer has ema- 
nated. But experience teaches that 
there is a fearful mass of the lower 
population of our cities, and in the less 
thickly peopled parts of many of our 
states, where adult instruction is most 
fearfully wanting. Our country is in- 
deed highly favoured as to general 
instruction, but general instruction is 
one thing, and religious instruction is 
another; and if the primary aim of the 
Sunday-school system is to give reli- 
gious instruction, there then is not 
comparatively little, but great, very 
great occasion for this portion of the 
system. 


“It is the glory and the blessing of 
our times, that they have given birth 
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to these interesting and powerful auxi- | 


liaries in the cause of Christ. It has 
been reserved for our eyes to witness 
the literal fulfilment of the Psalmist’s 


declaration, out of the mouth of very | 


babes and sucklings hast thou ordained | 


strength. Like many of the greatest 
improvements which the world has ever 
enjoyed, it owed its origin to the work- 
ings of a benevolent mind, accidentally, 
(or as our better philosophy teaches, 
providentially,) directed into this par- 
ticular channel. Like many of them, 
while we admire the stupendous bles- 
sedness of the results, we cannot but re- 
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gard with equal admiration the simplici- 
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ty of the means, and the lateness of their 
adoption. But soithasever been. In 
the first establishment of the religion of 
Christ, not many wise men, not man, 
mighty, not many noble were called. 
and still, it 1s the good pleasure of Al. 
mighty God to confound the wisdom 
of the wise, and the strength of the 
strong, and to vindicate the unerring 
certamty of his wisdom, and the over- 
powering control of his omnipotence, 
by bringing from the smallest begin. 
nings consequences the most glorious, 
and effecting bv processes the most un- 
ostentatious the most extended and 
benevolent results. The heaven-taught 
suggestion of an obscure printer in 
Gloucester has given a new impulse 
to philanthropic exertions throughout 
the world. Like the spreading circles 
on the lake, its benign influence has 
rolled, in successive and still extend- 
ing surges, over the civilized portion 
of both hemispheres, and thousands 
and millions of the wretched heirs of 
ignorance and sin have risen up, and 
called him blessed. What « lesson to 
those who are contented to sit down in 
fancied insignificance, when the cause 
of the Lord against the might y—against 
principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high 
places, is every where summoning us, 
with trumpet voice, tothe onset! What 
encouragement to the humblest of 
them who name the name of Christ, 
to go forth, in the strength of that 
glorious name, and in the prosecution 
of some one, even if it be the least, of 
those dabours of love, for which the spi- 
ritual wants and weakness of mankind 
are pleading, to emulate his heaven|s 
example, and to seek after his glorious 
approbation, who, when on earth, wen! 
about doing good! What conclusive de- 
monstration of the truth of that noble 
sentiment of the Apostle, none of ws 
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself! 

The great principle of Sunday-schoo! 
instruction once promulgated, needed 
ne argument to enforce it. It commend- 
ed itself at once to the minds and hearts 
of all. It was every where welcomed 
with hearty and zealous approbation, 
and the Christian world, as one has well 
expressed it, ‘* wondering that it should 
never have been devised before, seem- 
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ed determined to repair, as much as 
possible, the mischief of past neglect, 
by applying with the utmost diligence, 
the benefits of this new discovery in 
the world of morals and religion.” The 
wealth of the rich, the influence of the 
noble, the labours and the prayers of 
all, were freely lent to its extension. 
Unions were formed. The mighty en- 
ergies of the press were enlisted. And, 
within two years from its promulgation, 
250,000 children of that favoured land, 
which was blessed with its first efforts, 
were, every Sunday, receiving instruc- 
tion. 

No judicious plan of Christian bene- 
volence was ever zealously prosecuted 
that did not succeed. None ever succeed- 
ed that did nut bring others in its train. 
The peculiar blessing of God is poured 
out upon such exertions. They are 
prospered, and made fruitful. The 
heavenly seed of charity bears within 
it a germ of life that is ever putting 
forth new shoots. It was emphatically 
so with the institution of Sunday-schools. 
The instruction of so many children 
brought with it the necessity of pro- 
viding books—and this was only to be 
met by the establishment of socicties 
for the gratuitous or cheap supply of 
the sacred Scriptures, and of such other 
religious or elementary publications as 
the occasion required. The children 
of the poor being supplied with the 
means of religious instruction, the sym- 
pathies of the benevolent heart were 
next drawn towards their parents, and 
such others, as though mature in years, 
had the ignorance without the inno- 
cence of children—and these could 
only be provided for by the adoption 
of plans for the instruction of adults. 
{In our own country, by the blessing of 
Heaven upon the free and enlightened 
institutions of our fathers, there is com- 
paratively little occasion for this part 
of the Sunday-school system. Still the 
plan of adult instruction, offering to 
those who have passed the meridian of 
life the elements of knowledge, and 
the benefits of religious information, 
and, by teaching the aged to read, ‘‘ad- 
ding,” as it were, *‘a lengthened twi- 
light to their fading day of grace,” is 
part and parcel of this great plan of 
Christian benevolence, and should no 
where be neglected. To impress upon 
One care-worn brow, the sign of the 
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blessed cross, to prepare the gray hairs 
of one aged sinner for a crown of saint- 
ly beatitude and glory, is an achieve- 
ment in which angels rejoice, and 
which the Lord of angels will most 
richly and everlastingly reward. The 
following account, by Mr. Charles, of 
Bala, of the success of this project in 
Wales, is worthy of the greatest atten- 
tion. The first four sentences well de- 
serve to be put up in letters of gold 
upon every edifice which is consecrat- 
ed to the purposes of religious charity, 
and should be bound by every Chris- 
tian man as a sign upon his hands, and 
as fronilets between his eyes. 

‘**My maxim has been for many years 
past, To arm av Great THINGS, but if J 
cannot accomplish great things, to do 
what I can, aND BE THANKFUL FOR THR 
LEAST success, and still to follow on 
without being discouraged at the day of 
small things,or by unexpected reverses. 
For many years [ have laid it down as 
a mMaxiin to guide Me, NEVER TO GIVE 
UP A PLACE IN DESPAIR OF succEss. Jf 
one way does not succeed, new means 
must be tried; and if I see no increase 
this year, perhaps I may the next. 1 
almost wish to blot out the word im- 
possible from my vocabulary, and obli- 
terate it from the minds of my brethren. 
We had no particular school for the in- 
truction of adults exclusively, till the 
sumimer of 1811; but many attended the 
Sunday-schools with the children, in 
different parts of ihe country, previous 
to that time. What induced me first 
to think of establishing such an institu. 
tion, was the aversion I found in the 
adults to associate with the children in 
their schools. ‘The first attempt suc. 
ceeded wonderfully, and far beyond 
my most sanguine expectations. The 
report of the success of this school 
soon spread over the country, and in 
many places the illiterate adults began 
to call for instruction. In one county, 
after a public address had been deliver- 
ed to them on the subject, the adult 
poor, even the aged, flocked to the 
Sunday-school in crowds; and the shop- 
he epers could not runmediately supply 
them with an adequate number of spec- 
tacles. Our schools in general are kept 
in our chapels; in some districts where 
there are no chapels, farmers, in the 
summer time, lend their barns. The 
adults and children are sometimes in 
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the same room, but placed in different 
parts of it. When their attention is 
gained and fixed, they soon learn; their 

e makes no difference if they are 
able, by the help of glasses, to see the 
letters. As the adults have no time to 
lose, we endeavour (before they can 
read) to instruct them without delay in 
the first principles of Christianity. We 
select a short portion of Scripture, 
comprising the leading doctrines, and 
repeat them to the learners, till they 
can retain them in their memories; and 
which they are to repeat the next time 
we meet.” 

‘The great aim and object of Sunday- 
schools is the promotion of religion. 
Subordinate purposes there may be, 
means of various character, and of dif- 
ferent degrees of importance may be 
employed, but here is the end.  In- 
deed it could scarcely be granted that 
the hallowed day of rest should other- 
wise properly be devoted to the la- 
bour of instruction. Not that the 
communication of instruction of any 
kind is not, in some sense, to do good 
—and it is lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath day—but because the mere 
imparting of knowledge, uncontrolled 
and unsanctified by religious principle, 
has ever been found a work of doubt- 
ful success, giving to the deep corrup- 
tion of our nature a fearful increase of 
capability to do evil; and because the 
occupation of any portion of that sa- 
cred day in labours merely secular, 
must ever tend powerfully to its dese- 
cration-—a result only less fatal to the 


gion than the utter abolition of God’s 
holy word. With this view of the sub- 
ject, the system of instruction proper 
to be adopted in a Sunday-school be- 
comes exceedingly simple. Spelling, 
reading, psalmody, and whatever else 
is necessary to enable the more igno- 
rant of the scholars to understand the 
word of God, and to unite in the ser- 
vices of his Church, are suitable ob- 
jects of attention. For the more ad- 
vanced, plans of religious instruction, 
varying with their capacity and infor- 


mation, should be devised, bearing al- | 
ways in mind that the object of the | 


Sunday-school teacher is not to afford 
to his pupils the opportunity fer ac- 
quiring human Jearning, however ne- 


cessary for the transaction of his tem- | 
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poral concerns, but to wine that re 

| ligious knowledge, to produce those 

religious impressions, and to form 
those religious habits in their minds, 

which, by the blessing of Heaven upon 

his humble, but holy and most hon. 

ourable, labours, may be crowned 
with the salvation of theirsouls. The 
introduction of writing, therefore, or 
of whatever else may disturb the per- 

fect and entire unity of this holy pur. 
pose, should unequivocally be cov. 
demned. The little fragment of that 
blessed one day in seven, snatched 
from the utter worldliness and wicked 
ness of the rest, is surely little enough, 
whether God’s honour, or the salva 
tion of souls, be regarded. Sacred let 
it be then to Jiis service, and, if the 
blessed Spirit so will, to heir sanctifi- 
cation. Let the little leaven which is 
to leaven so great a lump be pure and 
unmixed. Who can tell with what 
enlivening, purifying, preserving in- 
fluence it may, by His blessing, be 

imbued!———This recommendation de- 

rives peculiar weight from the circum. 
stances of those for whose benefit it is 
intended. In many cases, this is the 
only opportunity which their situation 
affords for receiving any religious im- 
pressions whatever. Nursed and nur- 
tured in vice by the precept and ex- 
ample of their parents, familiar by 
daily observation with foulest 
shapes, they live and breathe in an at- 
mosphere of moral pollution. How 
important, then, to supply them with 
whatever can resist the contagion—to 


its 


existence of pure and undefiled reli- |) guard their hearts against the destroy- 


ing pestilence, with ‘that blessed odour 
of life unto everlasting life, the influ- 
ence of religion! In many cases, too, 
it is to be their lot to grapple, through 
life, with unrelenting poverty. Bles- 
sed, then, is the charity which arms 
them against the temptations of their 
condition—cheers and supports them 
under their heavy burden of suffering 
and want—and, enriching their hearts 
with the precious faith of the gospel, 
enables them, through divine grace, 
to become heirs of the kingdom which 
he hath promised to them that love him. 


Sunday-School Teachers. 

If there is one occupation better fit- 
ted than any other for the promotion 
of the best and brightest graces of the 
christian character, it is that of Sunday- 
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school instruction. 
humility required’—the teacher must 
practice the example of his great Mas- 
ter, in visiting the poor and mean and 
profligate, in becoming the friend of 
publicans and sinners, 1n bringing 
down his own intellect to the capacity 
of the most ignorant, in humbling his 
own heart to a communion of feeling 
and exertion with the most vulgar and 
revolting. Is the grace of self denial 
required »—the teacher must deny him- 
self hisaccustomed ease and enjoyment, 
encounter fatigue and exposure to 
weather, enter into the abodes of 
wretchedness and filth and sin, and, 
what is worst of all, forego, in some 
measure, his own spiritual enjoyment 
on that holy day, and in that holy 
place, in which his soul delights. 
Is the grace of patience required? 
—the teacher has to contend with 
dulness, ignorance and obstinacy, to 
bear with disobedience and ingrati- 
tude, almost to compel the objects of 
his care, against their own inclination, 
to come and hearken unto him for 
their own temporal and eternal good. 
Are condescension, affability, meek- 
ness, gentleness, goodness, long suffer- 
ing, Christian love that hopeth all 
things, believeth all things, endureth 
all things, required ’—they are all call- 
ed into daily exercise, and all, if but 
asked of the Giver of all goodness, 
will freely be given, and abundantly 
strengthened and increased, by the 
blessed Spirit of consolation, until every 
precious stone in the diadem of Chris- 
tian graces be set in its place, and 
burnished, and made fit, for Christ’s 
sake, to be added to those which ever- 
more shall burn and blaze around the 
throne, and brighten and brighten, 
throughout eternity, in the pure and 
beatific splendours of the glory of Gop 
and of the Lams. Such is their re- 
ward who fulfil His gracious intentions, 
who said, Suffer little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not; for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Thus 
shall they that be wise, shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righieousness, as the 
stars for ever and ever.”’ 





TONVERSION AND DERATH OF A SABBATR 
SCHOLAR. 


William was a child of a pious 





Is the grace of 
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mother. He entered the Sabbath- 
school at ten years of age, and soon 
became so impressed with the truths 
of the Bible as to spend a season of 
prayer with his schoolmaster. These 
feelings, however, gradually wore off, 
and he became indifferent to the con- 
cerns of his soul. Soon after this he 
was attacked with a slow and linger- 
ing disorder, which terminated his life. 
His mother continued to send him to 
Sabbath-school as much as his health 
would permit, but it appeared not to 
have much impression on his mind, 
until a short time before his death. 
About two weeks before his death the 
family discovered that he was anxious 
about his soul. He endeavoured to 
conceal his anxiety until Monday even- 
ing before his death, when a christian 
friend asked him what he wanted 
most’—He said, there was something 
he needed. We was told he must re- 
pent and give his heart to God. Part 
of the family, with a pious young man, 
retired to another room, to pray for 
him. While they were praying he 
became more deeply impressed, and 
began to call upon God for mercy. 
He said, “/ will pray until 1 die.” 
which he literally fulfilled. He re- 
mained in this situation for about two 
hours, confessing his sins for making 
light of the warnings and the prayers 
of christians, and complaining of the 
wickedness of his heart, and would 
cry, “Lord make me submit. I will 
submit. Is the door of mercy shut?” 
His mother asked him if he meant to 
submit. ‘*Oh,” said he, **I will sub- 
mit all up to God—come lL.fe—come 
death.” For a few moments he was 
composed.-—W hen asked if his burden 
was gone he replied, “’tis gone. Lam 
at peace —and could Iturn a straw to 
live or to die, I would to go, to go.”’ 
He then called the family to his bed 
side, asked their forgiveness, admon- 
ished them for their unfaithfulness, 
and most affectionately exhorted them 
to be more faithful and prayerful. 
This was a scene that angels might 
look upon with wonder and delight. 
His language to all his impenitent 
brothers and sisters and friends was, 
“you must repent and give your hearts 
to God.” Then he would pray for 
them, and ask others to pray for them. 
He continued through the night with 
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similar exercises, praying at intervals, 
and, though racked with severe pain, 


he would say, “Oh, the goodness of 


God.” In the morning he was asked 
by a Christian friend, * Do you feei dif- 
ferent from what you did yesterday ’” 
“I hope I do.” “ Do you love to pray ’” 
ey hope Ido. Oh that I could leave 
this body and go.” His mind became 
clearer through the day. Inthe even- 
ing some of the Sabbath scholars came 
to see him. He very affectionately ex- 
horted them to repent and prepare to 
die; “for,” said he, oe 1 are not too 
young to go to hell.” To a brother 
who came home to see him, he said, 
“vou see what distress amin. Iam 
going to die. Prepare to die. You 
se fe Orin was cut off. [He was 
killed by the fall ofatree.] You may 
be cut off unprepared.” At this time 
two chiristians came in on their way to 
the prayer meeting. He took them 
by the hand and said, “Can you for- 
give me and pray for me’ You must 
not go any further. I want to be in 
one more meeting before I go into 
eternity.” Fora few 


hold on him; but he soon became more 
easy, and was asked what he had to 
leave a brother who was absent. 
‘© Tell him to be more faithtul.”” After 
lying ashort time very much composed, 
he began to sing, ‘*Come Lord Jesus, 
come quickly; take me home. Here 
is my heart—Oh take and seal it in thy 
book of life divine.” In faltering ac- 
cents he asked his uncle if he would 
sing a hymn, and mentioned the 139th 
of the Village Hymns, ‘Jesus my all 
to heav’n is gone;’ he took a part, 
far as his strength would permit. 


as 


He 


said, ‘*I can remember almost all my 
Sunday-school hymns. How many 
good hymns I remember; I wish I 


could sing them.’’ With a smiling 
countenance he said, *‘If 1 was well I 
would go to all my neighbours and 
warn my impenitent friends.”” When 
he drank water he would say, ‘* Oh, 
this is too good for me.” 
sat near him heard him praying for 
the neighbourhood in which he lived, 
until he expired, which was about 
half past eight on Wednesday morning. 
William was twelve years of age when 
he died, and we Aope he has gone to 


to heaven.—And now, dear children, 


moments it ap- | 
peared that the pangs of death had got | 


| if you would live for ever in he 
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-aven, 
you must hear his warning voice, wh'ch 
says to yuu, 8 liepent, and ; g your 

’ , . ‘ 
hearts to God.”’——From an ey. ess 
Juvenile Magazine 


AMERICAN LYCEUM AND SABBaTR. 
SCHOOLS. 
We comply with the request of a 


friend and insert the follow; ing article 
from the Boston Recorder of July 12th 


Between Sabbath-school exercises, 


juvenile libraries, and the Sabbath 


School Union, there is a reciprocal, 
harmonious, and powerful action: and 
together they form one of the most 
efficient engines, for conducting the 
benevolent operations which distin. 
guish the present age. Juvenile li- 
braries have greatly increas: d the en. 
ergy and usefulne ss Of Sabbath-school 
exercises. The schools furnish a con- 
venient opportunity, and a happy oc- 
casion to distribute the books as well 
as a strong inducement to read 
The Sabbath-School Union is neces 
sary to furnish books to replenish the 
libraries, and the distinguished success 
which has already attended the com 
bined efforts of these three depart. 
ments of the Sabbath-scliool syst 
a triumphant argument in its favoui 

and of course, words are unnecessary 
to substantiate its salutary influence 
upon the interests of the rising gencra- 
tion. But there is one fact in relation 
to this subject worthy of speci ial re 

mark; as it applies not only to the ju- 
venile members, but to all classes of 
the community. The fact is, that the 
blessed effects arising from Sabbath 
schuols, is not so much from the instruc 
tion communicated during their regu 
lar €Xercises, as from the direction 
which they give to the reading, study, 
thoughts and conversation, of the lit 

tle immortals through the week that 
intervenes. Now if the instruction of 


them 
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two or three hours a week furnishes 4 
constant supply of food for young 
minds, it will be difficult to explain 
why a similar course of instruction, 
may not furnish a similar supply, anc 
in a still greater degree, to mind: 
more matured, and capable of acting 
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by their own strength. And it may 
perhaps be a proper inquiry, whethe r 
the great corruption both of intellec- 
tual and moral taste, which forms so 
unhappy a trait in the character ofa 
large n ajority, even of the citizens of 
New England, does not arise from the 
almost total neglect of means to fur- 
nish voung people with places of re- 
sort, where they can cultivate, not 
only their social, but their intellectual 
and moral faculties; when their social 
intercourse and amusements shall be 
turned in such a channel as to refine 
their fee lings, enlighten, elevate, and 
dignif) their minds, and soften and 
purify their hearts; where thev shall 
be furnished both with inducements 
and means for carrying on, both at 
their stated meetings, and in their daily 
intercourse, a plan of conversation, 
reading and other exercises, which 
will call into operation all faculties 
that constitute their d gnity and worth, 
and lay the foundation for their hopes. 

If every town should be furnished 
with a place of meeting for young 
people and others, where should be 
deposited for their use, books, appara- 
tus for illustrating the important bran- 
ches of a popular practical education, 
and specimens in natural history; and 
if the same interest should be taken, 
and the same efforts made for conduct- 
ing a course of weekly instruction, as 
operate in favour of Sabbath-schools, 
it would probably not fail of producing 
a good effect. It would give direc- 
tion to their conversation, and lead 
them to a course of reading and study, 
which would tend to enlighten and 
expand their minds; and by giving 
them a respect for their own charac- 
ters, would raise them above vulgar 
pleasures, and debasing vices. 

At such a place teachers might hold 
weekly meetings, and to introduce 
such exercises as would tend to im- 
prove themselves, and raise the char- 
acter of their schools. Misses and 
lads, young ladies and gentlemen, who 
now almost waste their time in dis- 
trict schools, might receive instruction 
upon such subjects, and under such 
advantages, as are fitted to their age, 
advancement and pursuits. At such 
a place societies of ladies, or of gen- 
tlemen, or both, which are formed for 
benevolent and literary objects, might 
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and increase the 
Here also 
Sabbath-schools 
and receive hight and 
strength from the common fountain. 
In a word it might be a place to which 

Vv age, condition and 
pursuit, might occasionally resort, to 
advance their 


hold their meetings 
SUCCESS OT the ir Ont 
Bible classes and 


might meet, 


rations. 


persons f every 


intellectual and moral 
prosperity, and to add their portion of 
aid to the universal diffusion of know- 
ledge and religion, to the prosperity 
and perpetuity of our gov ernment and 
the continuance and happiness of our 
nation, 

If a bond of union should be formed 
to connect societies established in dif- 
ferent parts of the country for the ad- 
vancement of intelligence, morals and 
of religion, it would not be easy to cal- 
culate their power or their effects upon 
the community 

Knowing that many others have 
views of this subject similar to my own, 
I trust I shall be excused for suggest- 
ing the question, for consideration, 
whether it would not be good policy 
for towns, while they are providing for 
the support of common schools, to pro- 
vide means to have their benefits in- 
creased, extended and continued, by 
presenting opportunities for the in- 
struction and improvement of those 
who have ceased to be profited by 
their to take some 
measures to direct amusements and 
social intercourse in channels, which 
will lead to intelligence, respectability 
and happiness. Such is the object of 
the Lyceums which are established in 
ditferent parts of the country. 

ScorTr. 


instruction: 


RUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY, 
Established in 1785. 

The annual meeting of this society 
was held on Wednesday, the 17th 
May, at the London Coffee House, 
Ludgate Hill. 

Samuel Hoare, Esq. having been 
called to the chair, said, that a society 
which had been established forty-two 
years, during the whole of which time 
it had been diffusing its benefits 


through the whole country, and which 
had been so generally supported by 
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Christians of all denominations, did | 
not stand in need of much farther com- 
mendation to secure for it the con- 
tinued approbation of the public. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson, minister 
of St. Barnabas’ Church, one of the 
gratuitous secretaries, read the report, 
from which, in a future number, we 
shall make a summary. 

Many letters were read from cler- 
gymen and others, stating the extreme 
ignorance and poverty which pre- 
vailed in their parishes, and entreating 
supplies of books to establish-and sup- 
port schools. The committee, he said, 
were often occupied for three hours 
of an evening in reading letters, and 
considering of applications. They wel- 
comed them. None were passed by 
without full consideration; and the 
expenditure of the last year had 
greatly exceeded the income. Appli- 
cations from all denominations of 
Christians were attended to, without 
consideration as to what sect the 
applicants belonged. One of the let- 
ters read was from the vicar of Sher- 
borne, complaining of the extreme 
ignorance and immorality of the peo- 
ple, and the impossibility of raising 
from them a sufficient sum of money, 
even to purchase a few forms, much 
less books; so that the establishment 
of a Sunday-school depended wholly 
on the liberahty of the society. 

Thomas Wilson, Esq. of Highbury, 
said, he had been long connected with 
the society, and for many years a mem- 
ber of the committee. The system 
of Sunday-school instruction was the 
foundation and support of all other 
benevolent institutions; for what hope 
could there be of the improvement of 
a country, or the permanence of its 
good institutions, in which the chil- 
dren and youth were not trained up 
in the knowledge of their Almighty 
Father, and his revealed will? And | 
what could be more important to the 
well being of a community, than that 
the Sabbath should be reverenced, 
and the public religious services regu- 
larly attended by the mass of the peo- || 
ple’ These had been the designs of 
the founders of the institution which 
the present meeting was asked to sup- 
port; and the eminently beneficial ef- 





rt 
fects which had resulted from it, were 
matter of common remark. 

Mr. W. F. Lloyd, secretary to the 
Sunday-School Union, detailed many 
instances of the good effects res iting 
from Sunday-school institutions. He 
bore testimony to the great zeal and 
attention of the present committee and 
secretarics, and expressed in vlow Ing 
terms his confident expectation, that 
however great the services of the in. 
stitution might have been at an earlj 
period, its future exertions would be 
still more useful, as their opportunities 
and means were so much the greater 
In a very elaborate manner Mr. Lloyd 
then traced the establishment of Sun. 
day-schools to their origin, and marked 
their present influence, not only on 
the character of England but also of 
her colonies. Out of one class, con. 
sisting only of sixteen boys, in a school 
in the country, fourteen had been 
since employed in the Christian minis- 
try, and one of those who related the 
fact, was a missionary in Africa. By 
the report of the Newcastle Sunday- 
School Union, it appeared that of 224 
teachers belonging to their schools 
872 had been taught in their schools, 
and 1219 were members of Christian 
churches. Out of eighty-eighit teachi- 
ers in another place, 64 had been 
scholars, and 82 church members 
Thus, those who were blessed them- 
selves, diffused them to others; and 
until the spint of Christianity should 
be changed, there could be no fear of 
its expansion. These institutions bore 
the seeds of their own preservation and 
increase, and they would go on to im- 
prove and increase until the teachers 
and taught should meet together in the 
kingdom of their common Father and 
gracious Redeemer. The gentleman 
proceeded to mention a number of im- 
portant facts,—there are two which we 
would not omit. In the Island of Anti- 
gua Many interesting schools had been 
formed. One of them required a new 
building, and on occasion of a half 
holiday being given to the negro chil- 
dren, they had literally drawn the 
stones and the mortar wherewith to 
erect the building. In America, one 
little English girl, who had been taught 
in a Sunday-school, had actually found- 
ed eight schools. In Wales persons 
of all ages attended the Sabbath- 
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schools, and such had been the de- 
lightful effects in one district of that 
country, that the jailor had actually 
nothing to do, and for want of pri- 
soners to attend to, he had gone out 
to cultivate potatoes in the fields. 
Thomas Challis, Esq. proposed the 
third resolution. 
borne the heat of the day, and nobly 





exerted itself when others were not in | 


existence. It had opened the way for 
the union of all classes, and surelv a 
union of the good was most requisite. 
The laws of the land would prove an 
ineffectual barrier to the advance of 


crime, if religious principles were not | 


sown inthe heart of society. The man 
who did not, in a land like this, lend 
his aid in the promotion of Sunday- 
schools, was, at least, no friend to his 
country. 


Mr. Charmey, and the Rev. Benja- | 


min Allen, Rector of St. Paul’s, Phila- 
delphia, next addressed the meeting, 


and detailed the cffects of Sunday- | 
school instruction in that immense con- | 


tinent. 


The Rev. Mr. Thompson ascribed | 


much of his present happiness to the 
early instruction of a pious mother, 
from whom he had learned the de- 
lightful songs of Dr. Watts. The 
greatest men of all parties, Morrison, 
Ward, and others, had been Sunday- 
school teachers; and for his own part, 
he never felt so happy as when con- 
versing with the children of his parish, 
on the Sunday afternoons, in the 
schools which he attended. 

Some other gentlemen then ad- 
dressed the meeting, and other reso- 
lutions were passed, and thanks pre- 
sented to the chairman, who observed, 
that daily experience convinced him 
of the importance of religious instruc- 
tion. In situations which he had filled, 
it had been his peculiar duty to inquire 
into the condition of criminals; and 
out of two thousand, he had only 
found three who had been in the habit 


of attending Sabbath-schools. Two of | 


these had been expelled for disorderly 
conduct; and the other, though he had 
began a course of crime, was not per- 
mitted to persevere in it, which he 
ascribed wholly to the force of a con- 
science enlightened by pious instruc- 
tion. Hence he inferred, that if all 
were properly instructed, vice and 
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crime would, in great measure, cease; 
and he therefore hoped, that all well- 
wishers to their families, and their 
country, would unite in the support of 
this and similar institutions. 


LONDON SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


On Tuesday, the 13th of May, the 
anniversary of this religious institution 
was held at the City of London Tavern. 
The business of the meeting com- 
menced by the chairman giving out— 


‘* From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Redeemer's praise arise,” &c. 


which having been sung with great 
effect, the Rev. Thomas Wood offered 
a solemn prayer to Almighty God. 

Thomas Challis, Esq. was called to 
the chair, and addressed the crowded 
assembly as follows:— 

“The return of another year has 
brought us to the annual meeting of 
the Sunday-School Union, and I re- 


joice to know, by the present crowded 


meeting, that the cause of Sunday- 
schools lives in the undiminished es- 
teem and attachment of its friends. 
We enter upon the engagements of 
this morning with the recollection of 
those seasons when our hearts ex- 
panded to the gladdening influence of 
union, and when, from a deepened 
conviction of the importance of Sun- 
day-schools, the detail of their increase 
and success has produced feelings 
akin to the joy of angels, and the 
sublime pleasures we have felt in the 
diffusion of moral and spiritual bless- 
ings, have anticipated the glory that 
should follow. These meetings af- 
ford a fine illustration of the sentiment 
that union is adapted to the soul of 
man, and to the purposes of God. We 
are not called upon to live alone or to 
labour alone: the history of the world 
furnishes little that has been effected 
without union, while almost every 
thing may be expected from it. Alone, 
our purposes waver, our zeal grows: 
cold, our energies become weak, and 
our strength dies: but, by combined 
efforts, our minds are enlightened and 
our purposes fixed, our fire is kindled 
and directed, our energies are renewed 
and increased, and our strength be- 
comes effective and useful; and all 





934 


London ——. School Union. 


Aurust, 








this is consistent with our religion. 
Christianity is a system of union; its 
blessings are promised to it; its spirit 
is the bond of it. Revelation unfolds 
the purposes of union, and heaven is 
its home; and thus, by making religion 
the foundation and the principle upon 
which we unite, we are taught to ap- 
preciate its object and secure its suc- 
cess. An eloquent writer says, that 
union makes success power ful, and 
disappointment powerless. And have 
we not, at these meetings, felt our ca- 
pacities of enjoyment enlarged? for, 
unlike any selfish object, the more the 
circle has widened to 


greater has been its power of personal 
application. And as the mind becomes 
delighted and overwhelmed in con- 
templating the suns and systems mul- 
tiplying to an almost indefinite extent 
above him, yet all regulated and light- 
ed from one source. So, my friends, 
when I look upon this meeting, and 
know that we form but a part of one 


union, all dependent, like the system | 


above us, for direction and for blessing, 
upon one source; and when I see in 
each individual the centre of another 


union; and that in each of the little | 
immortals that surround you on the | 


Sabbath, you again multiply the circle 
by hundreds of thousands; and thus, 
by the blessing of God, the sacred im- 
pressions of this morning may be con- 
veyed to generations yet unborn.” 


The chairman concluded his address | 


with some appropriate remarks to 
teachers. 


the annual report. The totals reported 


are 9223 schools, 92,866 teachers, and | 
916,989 scholars in Great Britain and | 


Ireland. The receipts of the year, 
$30,000. We shall hereafter take 
further notice of the report. 

The Rev. Benjamin Allen, Rector 
of St. Paul’s Church, of Philadelphia, 
addressed the meeting. Mr. Allen’s 
address was reperted at length in 
“The World,” and occupies more 
than a column of that newspaper. 
Mr. Allen’s remarks related princi- 


admit those of | 
every name and denomination, the | 








W. F. Lloyd, Esq. Secre- | 
tary for foreign correspondence, read | 








pally to peikdanaeieile In our own 
country, and we regret to see 
misstatements, which we 
partly chargeable to the inaccuracy of 
the reporter. 

The Rey. 
LER then addressed the meeting, and 


some 


presume are 


Messrs. TipMAN and Mit. 


were followed by the Rev. Ronerr 


Asuton, from whose remarks we make 
a single extract: 


He thought that the great advantag 
arose from the teachers entering int 
familiar conversations with the "little 
immortals placed under their care: and 
if any proof was necessary of the bene 
fit of Sunday-school societies, he him- 


self was ready to stand forward to ac 


knowledge the glory and goodness of 
God, through whose favour he had r 

ceived, at a Sunday-school, the a 
ments of moral and divine revelatio: 


| and though he might perhaps have 


been sometimes in danger of being cor- 
rupted by the growing passions of 
youth, yet he trusted that he had re 

strained himself in time, and that he 
had by grace given them up. He hiim- 
self had been employed as a teacher in 
the very school where he had bee 

taught, and he was now ready to give 
himself up, body, soul, and spirit, t 

the service of his master. Many had 
already gone forth from those nurseries 
into the service of the Lord, and he 
trusted many more would continue to 
do so, till the wants of all mankind 
were supplied. If, therefore, he had 
not been ready to step forward on that 
occasion, and to declare how much he 
owed to these excellent institutions, 
his tongue should have cleaved to the 
roof of his mouth, and his right hand 
should have forgot its cunning. He 
had heard with much attention the re- 
marks that had fallen from the Rev. 
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Al- 
len,) and he entirely agreed with him 
as to the necessity of ministers them- 
selves engaging as the agents of the 
society, and entering into the exami- 
nation of the children; and he had 
no doubt that if such were to be- 
come generally the case, the most 
beneficial results would be the conse- 
quence. For himself, his energies 
were unfortunately crippled, by being 
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situated in a small village; but it was 
nevertheless his delight, after preach- 
ine three times on the Sunday, to di- 
rect the little immortals in his neigh- 
hourhood to the presence of their bless- 
ed and glorious Redeemer. He, there- 
fore, most cordially recommended his 
young brethren to take their little im- 
mortals under their care and observ- 
ance, by which they would gain a great 
addition as to attention, and their pro- 
gress W ould consequently be more nar- 
rowly watched: and it would not only 
have the effect of benefiting the chil- 
dren themselves, who ought to be the 
primary object of their care, they 
would by so doing be of eminent as- 
sistance to those who, as teachers, 
were engaged in this blessed and glo- 
rious work. 

Mr. Lloyd, the secretary, said he 
thought that secretaries appeared to 
him to be much in the state of lit- 
tle children—they should be seen, 
but not heard. But, however, he 
really had something to say, so per- 
haps they would excuse him. He 
thought that there was great occasion 
for the increase of the Sunday- 
School Union, and that as yet they 
had only done half what he hoped 
to see accomplished: and when the 
meeting considered how many open- 


ings there were in different parts of 


the country, he felt confident that they 
would agree with him. He must 
confess that in his apprehension the 
Sunday-schools were in a languishing 
condition, and he therefore thought 
that what they wanted was missiona- 
nes to go through the country and 
see where advantageous opportunities 
presented themselves, and  endea- 


vour to conyey there something of 


the feeling that appeared to pervade 
the meeting that he was addressing. 
Their object should not only be to 
double the number of their scholars, 
but to make them tenfold more reli- 
gious than they had hitherto been: the 
words should be written on their ban- 
ners, ** Glory to God in the highest,” 
and it should no longer be the case 
that Sunday-schools should be degrad- 
ed to teach a—b—ab, when they ought 
to be teaching Christ crucified. It was 
in the pursuit of this that he intended 
to propose that missionaries should go 
from place to place to establish Sun- 
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day-schools where there were none, 
and to revive the spirit for them where 
they found it to be languishing. In 
a letter that had been received from 
the missionary, he b: gged that he 
might go forth as the tide of the 
prayers of that meeting. But, unfor- 
tunately, their funds were very much 
crippled, and before this missionary 
scheme could be accomplished, it was 
absolutely necessary that they should 
be much enlarged, and he hoped that 
this hint would be sufficient to induce 
every body in the meeting to come for- 
ward with their assistance. By the bye, 
he would just observe that the Bisho 
of Litchfield had, in a public jou 
been made to reflect upon Sunday- 
schools; he could assure the meeting 
that the sentiments there attributed to 
him had not been uttered by the Right 
Rev. Bishop, for on the contrary he 
was most devoted to the Sunday- 
school cause, and wished it every suc- 
CeSss. 

Rey. Mr. Attew said, that before he 
left the room, he would just state a 
fact with respect tothe Bishop of Ohio 
that they all would be glad to hear. 
That Rev. prelate had purchased, with 
the benefactions he had received, a 
large tract of land, and had, himself, 
gone personally to work on it for the 


_ purpose of rendering it fit for the build- 
| ing of a college. He lived on the spot 


| ina small cottage, or as it was called 





there, a log cabin, so that he might 
have an opportunity of directing the 
workmen. On the Sunday, both pa- 
rents and children were seen assembled 
at prayers under the shade of trees. 
The Bishop first instructed the chil- 
dren, and there preached the gos- 
»el to the parents and children con- 
jointly, after which they were employ- 
ed in reading tracts, &c. This was the 
manner in which the Bishop of Ohio 


| was in the habit of spending his Sun- 
| day, and he trusted that the recital of 


it would serve to stimulate them to the 
good work. 

The Rev. T. Row1anp rose for the 

urpose of seconding the motion that 
fad been made by the worthy secre- 
tary. He was sure, from what he 
had heard, that his American brethren 
were not workmongers but workmen, 
and they need not be ashamed of the 
work that they had in hand, He had 


i Pe omy" 


ewe * 


a ee 








256 


London Sunday- School Union. 





August, 











lately had to administer the Lord’s 
supper ata place near Stamford-street, 
on which occasion, the teacher at one 
of these Sunday-schools had come to 
him and suid, that if he pleased, there 
were three of his pupils who were de- 
sirous of uniting in the sacrament. He 
requested to see them, that he might 
examine them himself: he did so, and 
he found their ages to be eight, nine, 
and twelve: on examining them, he 
not only found they understood the 
theory of salvation, but that they had 
experienced it, for they could testify, 
that through faith they should have 
peace with God. One of them had 
been extremely useful in introducing 
the knowledge of religion into his 
family, so that, at that time, his old 
grandmother was crying out, “Lord, 
be merciful to me a sinner.” The 
secretary has just given them a 
stimulus to fresh exertion, and he 
certainly, for his part, must say, 
that he thought they needed it. It 
was not theory that they were to get 
into their heads, but examples that 
they were to admit into their hearts, 
for that was the best security against 
crime and infidelity. Much had cer- 


tainly been done by the circulation | 


of tracts and other religious writings, 
but he was inclined to 


think that | 





many instances could be cited, in | 
which a Sunday-school scholar had | 


effected more than these tracts. A 
person had told him that he had read 
all the works written in defence of the 


Holy Scriptures, but that he still re- | 


mained an infidel: it happened, how- | 


ever, that his daughter went to one of 


these Sunday-schools, and there form- | 
ed a companionship with another little | 
irl, who was remarkable for her gift | 


in prayer: this little girl, happening to | 


be at her father’s house one day, he 
said to her, ** Mary, I have often heard 
of your praying; will you do so now” 
At first, the girl modestly declined; 
but after a little she said, ‘‘If you 
will kneel down I will try.” He did 
so, and though he had only asked 
her to pray out of curiosity, the re- 
sult was, that her prayers were the 
means of destroying his infidelity, and 


uniting him with the Church of Christ: | 


so that here was an instance of the 
utility of Sunday-schools beyond what 
was generally known or supposed. 


| 
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The Rev. Jony Dren, Secretary of 
Baptist Missionary Society, vave a very 
interesting address, but as we have not 
room for the whole, we will pass on to 
the observations of the Rev. J. B. Ox. 
cain of Hamburgh. 


He said that it was with considerable 
embarrassment that he had consented 
to stand up, as he had never been in 
such a situation before, but knowing 
that they were joint inheritors in the 
kingdom of Christ, he took courage, 
and was sure that they would listen to 
him with patience, while he related to 
them something about Sunday-schools 
in Germany. When they understood 
from him that the state of the conti- 
nent was such, that he might be liable 
to persecution when he returned home, 
for having stood up in that meeting, 
they would join with him in deploring 
its condition. Christ, however, was 
his security, and in him he trusted. 
Most of the ministers on the continent 
were Socinians and Arians, and did not 
teach the Gospel of Christ. God, how- 
ever, had raised up some again to 
preach the true word, and in Germany 
Sunday-schools, blessed be God, were 
being established. Could he tell them 
what he had felt at the moment when 
he first assembled children togethier to 
worship God, it would be a most de- 
lightful moment. The first Sunday- 
school that was established was in 
Hamburgh, just outside the walls, for 
they were not allowed to intrude 
any further. In a short time, how- 
ever, those schools had so increased 
that the teachers amounted to twenty 
six, and the scholars were upwards of 
five hundred; another branch school 


| was established at a village near Ham- 


burgh, and another at a place called 
Bremen, under the superintendence 
of the Reformed Church. Their great 
reformist, Martin Luther, whose spirit 
appeared now to be reviving in some 
measure, had said, that if you would 
give the devil a wound which would 
scratch him deeply, you should be- 
gin with the instruction of children. 
The state of Germany really seemed 
as if the devil was beginning to 
growl, for every means were adopt 
ed to check the progress of the 
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Synday-schools: writings were pub- 
lished against them, stating that 
they were injurious to the morals of 
children. He was happy, however, 
to say, that the work of God was 
till going on vigorously, and they 
were now beginning to Know that the 
preaching of Christ crucified, could 
alone ensure salvation. Missionaries 
were likewise being sent from Ger- 
many into other countries; one had 
been sent into Africa; another was 
coming over here, to assist at the Jews’ 
mission and society; another was only 
waiting for a door to open for his ser- 
vices; and another had gone to Berlin. 
Might not the establishment of Sun- 
day-schools in Germany be the ap- 
pointed means of God to raise the 
walls of Zion there? It was not by 
might he brought about his great 
works, but he chose the foolish things 
of this world to confound those that 
were wise. Ten pounds had been 
the simple means in the first in- 
s'ance of establishing Sunday-schools 
in Germany, and he was happy to say 
that great interest had been excited by 
them in many parts of that country. 
He had visited several last summer, 
and had found them in the active pro- 
secution of their designs. When he 
had first come over here, he had said 
to Mr. Lloyd, their worthy secretary, 
‘We want missionaries in Germany.” 
He repeated that now, and as the 
meeting had come to a resolution with 
respect to missionaries, he begged to 
put in his humble claim for Germany, 
and he hoped it would be complied 
with. 

The Rev. Mr. Grirrry, the Rev. Mr. 
Dosson, and several other gentlemen, 
expressed their approbation of the 
principles of the Society; rejoiced at 
its success; admitted that, as ministers 
of religion, they had not carried out 
their own principle to the fullest ex- 
tent, in reference to Sunday-school in- 
struction, and avowed their determina- 


tion to take advantage of the hints | 


which had been given to them. 


BOTH TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS DIE! 


We have received the 12th report 
of the female Sunday-school attached 
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to the Reformed Dutch Collegiate 
Church in the c'ty of New York. This 
society was formerly one of those con- 
the New 


Union, but since the dissolution of 


nected with York Female 


that society, it has become auxiliary 


| to the American Sunday-School Union. 








We make the following extract. 


With deep regret we have torecord 
the loss which we have sustained in 
the death of one of our former teachers, 
and also two scholars, who have during 
the past year been called to render in 
their account. Our friend and com- 
panion in this labour of love, has gone 
we trust to the embrace of Jesus, 
whom she loved when on earth, whom 
she is now beholding in all the efful- 
gence of his glory, and rejoicing in 
the eternal triumphs of his grace;— 
pleasant she was to us while she lived, 
but she rests from her labour, and her 
works do follow her. Let her exam- 
ple stimulate to renewed exertion, 
knowing, that if we weary not in well 
doing, our labour shall not be in vain 
in the Lord. The same hope we 
think we may confidently cherish, of 
one of the two of our charge, who 
have been called hence. She was a 
professor of the name of Jesus, and we 
believe a sincere lover of him and of 
his cause; yet on her dying bed, she 
expressed a fear that she had loved 
the world too much, which is an evi- 
dence, with what deepened interest 
the soul views spiritual and eternal 
things, when approaching the confines 
of eternity. When she expressed any 
desire to get well, it was that she 
might again attend the Sabbath-school 
and house of God. The other, whose 
death we mentioned, was an aged 
woman, of whom we hope well, but 
dare not speak with confidence. 

We have also abundant cause to tell 
of mercy.—The Lord has prospered 
us,—our hearts have been cheered by 
the smiles of his providence and ex- 
perience of his grace; by the bond of 
love subsisting among our little circle; 
by the attention of those committed to 
our care, and by the kind interest 
evinced by our pastors. Nor have we 
been left without the seal of his Holy 
Spirit, two teachers and one scholar 
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have professed their faith in Christ, 
and many manifest great tenderness of 
f-cling in regard to their immortal | 
souls. 

Before we close, we will merely 
mention the class of juvenile teachers, 
which forms a most interesting feature 
in our school. ‘The formation of this 
class was suggested by the repeated 
applications of many young ladies of | 
the congregation; their services not 
being immediately necessary, 
promptly complied with the propo- 
sition to enter a class, to receive 
preparatory instruction, and assist in 
teaching when their services may be 
required. This class was organized 
in May, 1827. Their teacher reports 
13 regular attendants; they pass a 
monthly examination by their pastors. 
The attention and deportment of this 
class, is such as to merit the approba- 
tion and esteem of their teacher; she 
most affectionately commends them to 
the grace of that Saviour, who alone 
san qualify them for usefulness in life, 
and happiness in death. 





CHIEF JUSTICE MATSHALL, 


In Richmond, Virginia, the 4th of | 


July was celebrated by the Sabbath- 
schools in‘an appropriate manner, and 
the committee of arrangements gave 
an invitation to Judge Marshall, Chief 
Justice of the United States, to join in 
the services of the day. To this in- 
vitation Judge Marshall gave a reply, 
which we have placed below. It gives 
us very great pleasure to add this tes- 
timony, if more were wanted, to the 
excellence of Sunday-schools, it 
comes from the most accomplished and 
distinguished ornament of the bench 


as 


of the present day, in this or any 


other country. 


Richmond, June 28, 1828. 


Gentlemen—I acknowledge with 
grateful sensibility your very kind in- 


Berlin. 


they | 





vitation to join the members of the 


Mucus, 





Sabbath-schools of Richmond 
Manchester, on the 4th of July, 
procession to be formed on the f 


and 
ith a 
apr 


| tol Square at half past 8, and from 


thence to proceed to Trinity Church 


| where an appropriate address will be 


delivered at 10. 

I beg you to believe, that no person 
estimates more highly than I do the 
| purity of the motives by which the 
members of these schools are actuated, 
or the value of the objects which they 
seek to attain. I cannot be more per 
fectly convinced than I am, ‘that 
virtue and intelligence are the basis of 
our independence and the conservatiy. 
principles of national and individual 
happiness,” nor can any person beliey: 
more firmly that the institutions you 
patronise are devoted to the protectio 
of both. 

I should not hesitate to manifest th: 
sincerity of these opinions, by attend 
| ing the procession you propose, wer 
I not prevented by unavoidable 
sence from Richmond. I am com. 
pelled by the feeble health of Mrs 
Marshall, to leave this place on the 
3d of July, not to return till the Sth 

I entreat you to make my most re 
spectful acknowledgments to the so- 
cieties you represent, and to receive 
yourselves my grateful thanks for th 
kind and flattering terms in which you 
have communicated this invitation. 

With great respect, I am, gentle 
men, your obedient servant, 

Joun MARSHALL. 


BERLIN. 


The school at Berlin, in Somerset 
county, Pa. has 13 teachers and 1195 
scholars. One male teacher and one 
scholar having lately made a profes- 
sion of religion. The concert of 
prayer on the 2d Monday of the month 
is observed. The mother of a littl 
girl informed the secretary, that sinc: 
her daughter had attended the Sun- 
day-school she habitually kneeled 
down at the bedside before retimng 
_ and prayed, and requested her littl 
brother and sister to join her, which 
they did. She also solicits her father 
to pray for her, and talks much of what 
| she hears at Sunday-school. 
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SWEDES’ CHURCH. 


The combined male and female 
Sunday-schools, of the Swedish church, 
‘n the District of Southwark, report 
that they have 18 female, and 2 male 
teachers: 130 female, and 110 male 
scholars on their rolls, making a total 
of 240 children. Seven teachers, since 
their connexion with the school, have 
made a public profession of religion, 
and an increased degree of seriousness 
‘is daily manifested, both in scholars | 
and teachers. Several of the scholars 
have become devoted teachers in the 
school. 


This institution has, under the di- 
vine blessing, been instrumental not 
only in rescuing a large portion of the | 
poorest and most neglected of the 


| 





youthful population of the district 
from a state of extreme moral degrada- 
tion; but it has been the means of re- 
novating that ancient establishment 
with which it is connected. Under 
the direction of the teachers of this 
school an Adult school has been form- 
ed, consisting of persons from the age 
of 17 to 70, many of whom were the 
scattered members of the Swedish 
congregation, who have been thus 
brought out of the world, made to ex- 
perience the power of religion, and 
now statedly assemble around the 
same table (which their forefathers 
attended above a century past) to re- 
ceive the memorials of a Saviour’s 
love. 


The male Sunday-school, within the 
last six or eight months, has been con- 
ducted upon the plan of the Infant 
school established in Chester strect. 
The director adopted this mode of 
instruction in consequence of a great 
increase of scholars, without having 
received the assistance of more teach- 
ers. This system, which necessity 
at first compelled him to adopt, he 
has been disposed to continue from an 
experience of its beneficial results. 

We have a library of 150 volumes 
attached to the school. The Rev. 
Mr. Dupuy has visited our schools 
eleven times during the last twelve 
months, and the teachers are indebted 
to him for the zeal with which he has 
co-operated with them to advance the 








interests of the school. 
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UNION SUNDAY-SCHOOL, NEAR BURLING- 


ron, BW. 3. 


The general indifference and neg- 
lect of parents, with regard to Sab- 
bath-school instruction, is here a great 
impediment to the progress of our 
school, Still something effectual might 
be accomplished, we think, were we 
able to procure competent teachers; 
but owing to the removal of some, 
and the ill health of others, we are 
even more destitute than formerly. 

We have reason to believe that with 
regard to the habits and conduct of 
our scholars, our school has produced 
a beneficial effect. 

The state of our vicinity with re- 
spectto education generally, is lament- 
able. A day-school is usually taught 
for the winter months, but the com- 
pensation bestowed is too small to 
induce a competent person to engage 
in teaching; and thus children are left 
to grow up in entire ignorance, except 
where the children are sent from home 
to school. We use Judson’s Selected 
Lessons, and are much pleased with 
them. We keep a minute, and other 
books; our scholars are rewarded with 
tickets, which we afterwards redeem 
with reward books, and the loan of 
books from our library. ‘The last is a 
privilege which they highly value. 

We have nothing very interesting 
or important to communicate. Many 
of our scholars have manifested much 
attachment to the school; and in some 
instances have preferred coming, to 
making visits of pleasure—an_ evil 
which we regret to say is too much 
practised here. A young man of 
twenty one, attended many months as 
a scholar,—conscious of his own de- 
ficiency, and willing and anxious to 
receive instruction even among chil- 
dren. One teacher has made a public 
profession of religion during the year. 

To conclude, we have much reason 
for thankfulness, though our prospects 
at present are discouraging: not that 
this is no field for labour—it is a vast 
one,—but that there are none found 
to ‘come up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty.” Truly, “the 
harvest is great, but the labourers are 
few.”’ We must “ pray therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest,” 
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DEFECT IN EDUCATION, 


A'though the honourable and vener- 
able gentleman® who first addressed 
the meeting, ascribed the falling off 
in the receipts of the society to the 
want of means, he thought the cause 
lay deeper, that it lay in the heart— 
he ascribed it to the want of educa- 
tion. 
cumscribed, but the time taken in 
acquiring this knowledge prevented 
persons attaining the knowledge of 
Christ. Young people must learn the 
heathen mythology; and while six days 
were devoted to Jupiter and Juno, it 
was lamentable that only one should 
be devoted to God the Father. Too 
much of the time of children was taken 
up in studying those works, which, 
though abounding in exquisite taste, 
were calculated to produce false senti- 
ments, habits, and principles, the pre- 
valence of which, he conceived, ac- 
counted for the defalcation in the funds 
of the society. False principles begot 
false prejudices, and if children were 
brought up in studying and admiring 
the characters of conquerors and he- 
roes who have sacrificed their fellow 
men to their own selfish propensities, 
it was no wonder that from admiration 
they should proceed to imitation, or, 
at least, wish to imitate those heroes of 
profane history, instead of him who 
said, ‘* Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” —#ev. Henry Budd, at the 
meeting of the Church Miss. Soc. 





EDUCATION IN INDIA, 


No person that knew that country, 
thirty, twenty, or even fifteen years 
ago, could believe that such a hopeful 
progress could have been made. In 
the three presidencies of India, there 
were now 30,000 children under con- 
stant Christian instruction. Let any 
one judge how great an influence the 
instruction of so many children in 
Christianity, must have on this great 
empire? The schools too, it must be 
recollected, were strictly missionary 
schools, and not schools kept by per- 





* William Wilberforce. 
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sons for the purpose of earning a sub. 
sistence. It was from Christian mo. 
tives those schools were established 
and it was those motives which enabled 
the founders to bear up against the 
difficulties by which they were gyr. 
rounded. There was no one acquaint. 


| ed with the darkness which prevailed 


in India before the work began, who 
must not be convinced of the gradual 


effect which the instruction of the na. 


tives must have, and of the great ad. 
derivable to the Christian 
world from it. There were encour. 
agements of the most cheering kind 
—Rev. Thomas Thomason, at the 
meeting of the Church Miss. Soe. 





THE LONDON HIBERNIAN SOCIETY, 

Held their 22d anniversary on the 
16th of May. 
about $40,000. 


The schools of the London Hiber. 
nian Society are of a three fold cha. 
racter, daily, adult, and Sunday. The 


Their receipts were 


| first intended for the poor of both 


sexes; the second for the uneducated 


| part of the grown population; and the 


third for children who attend the daily 


| schools, and other persons whose lei- 


sure may permit their attendance. 

Admission into these schools is, 
without regard to religious distinction, 
free to all. Instruction is conveyed 
through the medium of both the Eng- 
lish and Irish languages, and the sys- 
tem comprises reading, writing, arith- 
metic, and committing the Scriptures 
to memory; all catechisms, tracts, and 
books of religious controversy, are ex- 
cluded, and the Scriptures, without 
note or comment, are alone permitted 
to be introduced into the schools of 
the society. 

The Sunday-schools have, during 
the last year, considerably increased, 
amounting to 271, and containing 
14,869 scholars; while the adult 
schools have amounted to 223, con- 
taining 8719 scholars. 

The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety has granted for the Hibernian 
Society’s use, no less than 5000 
English Bibles, and 20,000 English 
Testaments, and 250 Irish Bibles, and 
500 Irish Testaments. The distribu- 
tion during the last year has amounted 
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to 18,468 Bibles Testaments, 
making, with those of former years, 
an agy! cate ot 186,429 copies of the 
word of God. 

Lieut. J. C. Gordon of the Roval 
Navy, among many others, addressed 


eting. He had traversed Ire- 
land, and knew the state of society 
there. He 


»st efficient in behalf of Ireland, 


rege rarded this institution as 


the mc 
°F 
and SAlui- 


“If it had done no more than suc- 
ceed in banishing from these schools 
such books as Reynard the Fox, and 
t Highwayman, and substi- 
t of God,—this 


incalc ulal le 


‘nev Bacay 
uted e living word 
an 


alone were rood. 


Once, when literally on a school hunt- 
ng excursion in the county Mayo, ac- 
co panic d| DY a clerg Vinan of th » clis- 
trict, and in its wilde st and most solitary 


in the vicinity of Croagh Pat- 


rick, that celebrated resort of super- 
asked, ‘Was there 
Hibernian School in that vicinity” The 
reply was in the affirmative, and he 
was directed to look towards a some- 
ig, that had the appearance of 
habitation, but scarcely one fit for the 
residence of human beings. He would 
leavour to describe it. One side of 
the dwelling consisted of a huge gra- 
rock, about nine feet high, the 
ther three were mud walls,—the roof 
covered with turf. The whole form- 
ing an area within, of about twelve 
feet square. He approached, and ob- 
served the school-master standing in 
the door way; no other aperture was 
in the hut, nor was there any other 
possible place for the master to stand; 
for within the area,—crammed toge- 
ther as compact as bees in a hive,— 
were eighty-seven children of different 
ages—a few girls among them. It 
may seem incredible how such a num- 
ber could be stowed away in an area 
of twelve feet square—but the fact 
was, asmall shelf or gallery was stuck 
up round the walls, "sad on this shelf 
were seated the little fellows, who if 
left below, could scarcely have escap- 
ed suffocation. On my inquiring of 
he master whether the Scriptures 
were read in the school, he looked at 
me as if -? thought I was very igno- 
—S31 
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rant of the Hibernian Society’s regula- 
and said—* To be sure, sir, they 
are.’ ‘Call up, said I, ‘ your Scrip- 
ture '——* Halloa!’ says he, * you 
Scripturs and girls, stand up.’ 
This was d, not without 


wons, 


class 
bOYVS 


. — ] 
accomniisikt 


some difficulty,—and up stood fwo 
and thi rty ot his pupils, who read and 
gave the r answers to the Scripture 


questions with fluency, and an evident 
preception of the meaning of the text, 
and evinced how perseveringly and 
faithfully the master had discharged 
his duty.” 


EFFICIENT AUXILIABY. 


We are ha pps to observe the follow- 


ing statement in the annual report of 
the South Carolina Branch Tract So- 
ciety 

‘‘The treasurer has received from 


scribers $72, and from life 
members $120. The whole amount 
xpen litures have been $1685 34, 
and of the ordinary receipts $1619 54, 


annual su! 


of ( 


leaving a balance due the treasurer, 
$63 80. Besides this amount, a 
have bec n subs ribed, and most of 1 
collected, for the purpose of enlar stag 
the de pository, and by the arrange- 
ment of the erection committee, this 
sum has been increased from the cur- 
rent funds of the society to $1000, 


emp loved exclusively 
supply of tracts.’ 

also states that 66 567 
forwarded to the 
which tracts have 


be 


an ample 


which is to 
in keeping 
The 


dollars hav c 


report 
been 
Vy; for 
not been received.” 

Let the auxiliaries of the American 
Sunday-School imitate this example, 
and they will find their own resources 
as well as their supplies, quickly and 
greatly augmented. The demand for 
books is such, that the limited capital 
of the Union does not enable them to 
meet it; and all that is needed is funds. 
The managers of the American Sunday- 
School Union have borrowed 35,000 
dollars, that they may to some extent 
supply the demand; but those who 
regard the growth of our youth, in 


parent society 
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knowledge, holiness and truth, must 


by their donations raise a permanent | 


capital, free from the anxieties and 
uncertainties of loans. 
attend to the following resolutions, 


passed by their delegates, in a separate | | 
y S , P | iberty of conscience and to the pater. 


ves, _ || nal authority.”—‘* The king’s govern. 
“The delegates feeling deeply that it — 
is of great importance that the opera- | 


and private mecting. 


tions of the American Sunday-School 
Union should not be embarrassed for 
want of funds— 


“ Resolved—That they will urge 


upon the societies which they repre- | 


sent, always to send remittances of 
money for the books which they order 


from the depository of the Union, at 


the time of sending the order; and 


that they recommend, and they here- | 


by do most earnestly recommend, that 


all the other auxiliaries pursue, as far | 


as practicable, the same course. 


“ Hesolved—That it is, in the opinion | 


of this meeting, the duty of every so- 
ciety auxiliary to the American Sun- 


day-School Union, to make special | 


and immediate exertion to raise and 


forward to the treasurer, the money | 


now due to this institution.”’ 





REPORT OF THE LONDON UNION. 


We propose to notice the contents | 
of this report, making very brief ex- | 
tracts of those parts which are of gene- | 


ral interest. 
France.—The committee in Paris 


have published, in French, Hints on the | 
Establishment and Regulation of Sun- | 
day-schools; and a Spelling Book, at_ 
the expense of the London Union, whg | 


also granted a donation of $88. 

The London Union have also voted 
£5* to assist a Sunday-school at Cha- 
tellon-sur-Loire, and £5 for a Sunday- 
school at Sancerre. 

The following extract from a letter 
of the Grand Master of the University 


of France, is encouraging to the friends | 
of religious instruction.—*‘ Religion | 
and morality are the first bases of all | 

education; it is of importance | 
that this truth be constantly present to | 


Let auxiliaries | 








the minds of men charged with the | 





* A pound sterling is $4 44. 








care of public instruction. It is jm. 
portant, also, that in their conduct to. 
wards such of their pupils as profess q 
religion different from thieir’s, they 
should never forget what the charter, 
the laws of the kingdom, and the uni. 
versity statutes prescribe, relative to 


ment owes equal protection to the dif. 
ferent modes of elementary instruction, 
the utility of which is recognised—aj| 
should receive encouragement from jt. 
Not only does instruction procure for 
the most laborious classes more happi- 
ness and comfort, but it renders them 
more religious, more moral, and more 
tranquil.” 

Germany.—The short notices in our 
last number, and the address of Mr 


Oldchin in the present, contain all the 
information we have relative to schools 
in Germany, except that the London 
Union have voted £30 to encourage 
their formation. 


Denmark.—-The committee having 
offered £10 to commence Sunday- 
schools in this country, are happy to 
report that these schools have been 
very recently established, and are well 
attended, To encourage this promis- 
ing beginning, the committee have 
also offered to pay for an edition of 
Watts’s First Catechism, in Danish, and 
for a Selection of Hymns for the Young 
When they rememberthe humble com- 
mencement of Sunday-schools in their 
own country, they would not despise 
the day of small things in Denmark 
They feel convinced that one of the 
best means to arouse the slumbering 
energies of protestants on the conti- 
nent, is the establishment of effective 
Sunday-schools; and they would press 
on the minds of all their friends who 
travel throughout Europe, the im- 
portance of introducing these institu- 
tions to public attention. 

Mediterranean.—The committee 
have sent another supply of books to 
the Rev. S. 8. Wilson, for his Sunday: 
school at Malta. 

The Rev. J. Lowndes, of Corfu, has 
acknowledged the receipt of books 
sent to him for his English Sunday- 


' school. The committee have also con- 


tinued to support the Greek Sunday: 
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school, and have devoted £10 to this 
object. Mr. Lowndes observes re- 
pecting it, “As it was a new thing it 
is natural to suppose it had to contend 
with prejudices, the principle of which 
is, that of the children being confined 
on Sundays as well as week days. Yet, 
notwithstanding this, a few came at 
first, and afterwards increased to about 


sr 


40: which number we have never ex- | 
ceeded, and which has been almost re- | 


gularly kept up. 
ment is constantly read, and Dr. Watts’s 
Catechism repeated. The same priest 
who commenced it still continues as 
master. 

Mr. Croggon has succeeded in es- 
tablishing «a small Sunday-school at 
Zante. 


India.—All the schools in India con- 
nected with christ'an missions are of a 
religious character, and many of them 
have the children taught on the Sab- 
bath. 
scholars exceeds 30,000. 


It is estimated the number of 


Ceylon.—The Wesleyan — schools 
contain 5,155 scholars. The American 
schools 2,686. The church schools 
1,004. The Baptist schools 889, mak- 
ing a total of 7,734; besides which 
there are many scholars in the Tamul 
division, of whom no return has been 
recived. 

New South Wales.—The committee 
have continued to send supplies of 
books to this colony, which have been 
found very useful. They have made 
a grant of £20 to encourage these Sun- 
day-schools. The following are the 
reports of the Wesleyan schools: 

Sydney Circuit.—**In point of in- 
ternal economy and general govern- 
ment, our schools have this year made 
considerable improvement; the num- 
ber of teachers has somewhat diminish- 
ed, that of the scholars has increased. 
The town has been diligently canvass- 
ed for children, and with encouraging 
success: but we have among other re- 
ligious denominations so many compe- 
tutors in this philanthropic work, that 
we cannot expect much addition to 
the number of our pupils. The es- 
tablishment of a day school, as recom- 
mended by the school committee, 
would materially enlarge our sphere of 





The New Testa- | 











Sabbath-day instruction. The teach- 


_ ers deserve our warmest thanks for the 
| unabated zealand diligence with which 
| they have applied to this labour of 


love.” 


Parramatta Circuit.—Parramatta.— 
**The Sunday-school continues in a 


| State of prosperity; and, allowing for 
' several who have left it to remove with 


their families into the interior, it has 
more than fulfilled our expectations 
with respect to number. The children 


| have made good improvement in Jearn- 
| ing, and the buddings of early piety 





| good will arise.’ 


appear in several of them. In this we 
rejoice greatly. All our teachers are 
pious, and very diligent in their work 
and labours of love: they take great 
pleasure in teaching the children com- 
mitted to their care, not only to read, 
but to love and serve the Lord, in their 
youthful days.” 

Kissing Point.—“ The Sunday-school 
in this part of the circuit is the same in 
its number as it was last year. The 
children make visible improvement in 
reading, and in acquiring a knowledge 
of the scriptures. 
good among these few children is 
pleasing. The teachers are worthy of 
much praise for their diligence and 
perseverance in their work; they have 
much to discourage them, but hitherto 
they have been upheld. From this 
little Sabbath-schook we hope much 

One Tree Hill, and Liverpool.— 
“In these places we have not been 


able to continue the Sunday-schools 


| for want of teachers.” 


Van Dieman’s Land.—The Hobart 
Town Sunday-school continues to pros- 
per. One young man obtained his first 


| serious impressions on becoming a 





teacher—14 teachers and 103 scholars. 


Polynesia —In the islands scattered 
over the Pacific the schools which 
have been established by the missiona- 
ries have been eminently useful. At 
Huaheine the children’s school con. 
tains 300, and that for adults the chief 
part of the inhabitants who have ar- 
rived to years of maturity. At Ratatea 
the school contains 400 scholars, and 


out of a contribution raised there for 


the Missionary Society, m cocoa mut 
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oil, which sold for £300, one-tenth of | Graham’s Town Sunday-school - 1g 
the amount, or £50, was raised by the || Salem Sunday and day-school] - 76 
children belonging to the schools. At || Clumber Sunday-school — - 

Otaheite there are prosperous schools || Wesley-Mount Sunday-schoo] 12 
for both children and adults. At Bur- |} Port Francis Sunday-school . 35 


der’s Point, a father of one of the scho- || is 
lars was awakened to compunction by || Caffree Schools. 
observing his children’s attention to |} Wesley-Ville Sunday and day schoo! 
that which is good, while he himself || Ditto, Adults — - . - : 
was living in carelessness and sin. The |; Chalumna Sunday-school  - - 76 
children attend the Sabbath-school || Mount Coke Sunday-school 

with greater regularity than formerly, tee 
and they repeat passages of scripture 5 
and their catechisms in a very ‘pleasing 
manner. In the Sandwich Islands, 
schools are rapidly increasing. The 
Sabbath-school near Byron’s bay flou- 
rishes beyond expectation. 

West Africa._-The schools of the 
Church Misstonary Society contain 
1,979 scholars. In the American co- 
lony of Liberia, it appears that the 
number of coloured people associated 
together at Monrovia is about 1000. 
The children, amounting to about 230, 
are instructed in six schools, modelled 
on the Lancasterian system, and united 
under a common superintendent: every || of inspecting them and examining the 
child is required to attend school. To- |) scholars. They state, that the p 
wards defiaying the expenses of edu- gress made by the children, general, 
cation, and also of the civil and judi- speaking, in the knowledge , 
cial departments of government, 1,100 || christian religion, is truly gratify’ 
dollars per annum have been sub- |! and such as reflects credit upon § 
scribed by the colonists. = diligence both of the teachers and 

he six schools in the two principal || their pupils. 
settlements are exclusive of Sunday- 
schools, which comprehend, along Canada.—The number of scholars 
with all the children, more than two- || jn Canada is not stated, but there ar 
thirds of the whole adult population of | 
Monrovia. An emulation for improve- inf pee : 
ment, altogether unknown and incre- || 1967 scholars. Complaint is made fo. 
dible among the coloured people of | the want of books. These we pre 
Amereca, has seized upon the colo- || ume might easily be procured at som 
nists in this country: it needs only en- ae R 
couragement to produce great results. of our depositories on the frontier— 

. South Africa.—The committee have || Plattsburgh, Pottsdam, St. Lawrence 
agreed to form a depository for school |! County, Buffalo, and other places. 
books at Cape Town, and have order- ; 
ed £25 of books to be forwarded as a 
first supply. 

At Bethelsdorp the scholars, in num- 
ber 165, are, generally speaking, mak- 
ing rapid progress. ‘That interesting 
feature of this mission, the Sabbath 
adult school, still continues to wear an 
encouraging aspect. 


The Baptist Sunday-school at Gra 
ham’s ‘Town is prospering; it contains 
100 children, who are all of English 
parents. 

Mauritius, or Isle of France.--Mr 
Le Brun’s Sunday-schoo] at Port Louis, 
contains 100 scholars; he has also es 
tablished two other schools. 

Madagascar.--The schools es 
blished here by the London Missionary 
Society contain 2000 scholars, . 

The missionaries exercise a general 
superintendence over the schools, and 
occasionally visit them for the purpos: 


of t 
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connected with the Norfolk Union, 


Nova Scotia.—Your committee have 
sent supplies of books, which have 
proved very acceptable. 

The Pictou Sabbath-School Society 
contains 75 schools, 183 teachers, and 
2208 scholars. The secretary of this 
society, in a letter to the Sabbath- 
School Union of Scotland, reports, 
that the other Sunday-schools in Nova 

The total number of children and || Scotia contain about 1470 scholars, 8° 
adults in the schools in the Albany dis- |} that the total is 3678 Sunday-scholar 
trict 1S as follows: in Nova Scotia. . 
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New foundland.—The committee 
have voted five pounds to assist the 
Sundav-schools here, which have been 


| 


found verv useful. 

West Indies.—The Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society observe—‘* Upwards 
of 5000 children are entered in the 
regular schools, and a much greater 
number are under catechetical in- 
struction. Many of the youths who 
have left these institutions, have re- 
tained the impression of their early 
instruction in the word of God, and 
given much encouragement to perse- 
vere in such labours to others, by their 
improved conduct; and, what is of 
greater importance, teachers for the 
schools are now rising up from among 
those, who, having attained sufficient 
age, are now disposed to return the 
benefits they have themselves receiv- 
ed, by giving assistance to others. 
The result, in afew years, we trust, 
will be, that these schools will have 
diffused so widely through the negro 
population, the knowledge of the ele- 
ments of Christianity, as to prepare 
the way for the still more successful 
labours of the preachers, and to cor- 
rect the morals of society by the crea- 
tion of the restraints of conscience and 
of the fear of God.” 

The following extracts from com- 
munications, which the committee 
have received, shows how this rood 
work is advancing. 

Parkham, Antigua, Sept. 26, 1827. 
“f was very agreeably surprised the 
early part of the last month, by the 
receipt of a truly valuable and highly 
acceptable parcel of reward books, 
from the Sunday-School Union. In no 
part of his majesty’s dominions, pro- 
bably, would they have been more ad- 
vantageously disposed of. Our Sunday- 
school here, contains about 600 negro 
children: but our teachers are few, 
and many of them very inefficient. 
Since the receipt of your generous 
grant, we have been enabled to adopt 
a plan which, we trust, will prove a 
valuable auxiliary to it. We visit the 
estates in our neighbourhood at noon, 
(a colonial law requiring their being 
then allowed two hours,) where we 
are generally surrounded by scores 
of the little jet black woolly-headed 
children of Ham, many of whom are 
rapidly learning to read that word 

















‘which is able to make them wise to 
Above 400 children are 
now under this additional instruction, 
inclusive of many young men and wo- 
men, who, otherwise, must have re- 
maimed destitute of it. Fourteen of 
the teachers and monitors in the school 
are also learning to write. But for 
your liberality, (for which you will 
accept our warmest and most grateful 
acknowledgments,) this very pro- 
mising method of instruction could not 
have been carried into effect. I con- 
sider myself bound in duty to observe, 
that the proprietors and managers ge- 
nerally, have sanctioned our endea- 
yours ina manner which deserves the 
highest commendation, by affording us 
every facility we can reasonably desire 
or expect.” 

Extracts from the seventh annual 
report of the committee for managing 
the Weslevan Methodist Schools in 
the Island of Montserrat, for 1827.— 

Plymouth Sunday-School. ‘his 
school was the first of the kind opened 
in the island of Montserrat, and has 
now existed cight years in great pros- 
perity. For some time it had no rival 
in its work of piety and mercy to the 
ignorant, and conse- 
quently all the rood that was effected 
by it, under God, was exclusively its 
own glory, but now there are not less 
than a dozen Sunday-schools in differ- 
ent directions of the island, belonging 
to the established church and the 
Wesleyan Society. At this increase of 
auxiliaries your committee rejoice. 
Most chi erfully do we divide the ho- 
nour with those to whom it is due, and 
gratefully do we unite with all who 
ascribe ** glory to God in the highest.” 
In the last year’s report it was stated 
that galleries had been put up in the 
new chapel for the children in our 
schools, and we expressed our con- 
viction that this had given them an 
additional interest in the house of God. 
Of this we have had ample proof 
during the year. These galleries have 
been well filled, both with teachers 
and scholars, who have contributed 
greatly to the delight and profit of the 
missionaries and the congregations, by 
their good behaviour, neatness of 
dress, deep attention to the word 
preached, and by the animating way 
in which they have either led the 
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public singing or swelled the praises | 
of our God. It is with sincere thank- 


fulness to God that we add, that nine | 
scho- | 


young persons, who were once 
lars in this school, have been added to 


the Methodist society in the course of | 
the year; most of them are now teach- | 


ers inthe school. There are in this 


school 124 boys and 141 girls—-total 


265; reg 8 male and 26 female 
total : 163 advances to higher 
classes cons taken place, and the aver- 
age attendance of the children has 
been 173. The total will be found to 
be a decrease on the last year’s return, 
but our remarks on the multiplication 
of these valuable institutions will ac- 
count for this. 

2. Male Adult Sunday-School con- 
tains 29 scholars. 

3. Adult Female Sunday-School has 
54 persons: one of the scholars has 
become a teacher. By both these 
schools the most salutary effects have 
been produced on the minds, the 
hearts, and practices of several of the 
adults of each sex. 

4. Rose Hill Sunday-School con- 
tains 44 scholars, which is an increase 
of 9. Some of the children have re- 
peated from 500 to 965 verses of 
Scripture: three, indeed, 
mitted the whole of the New Testa- 
ment to memory since this school was 
opened. 

5. West’s Sunday-School contains 
20 scholars, adults and children. 
Much good has already been effected 
at this place, by the school, and the 
preaching that has followed its esta- 
blishment. 

6. Carty’s Sunday-School. The 
total of scholars now is 90. With but 
three exceptions, all were ignorant of 
their letters when they entered the 
school; but most of them now know 
their letters, and 28 advances have 
taken place. There are 3 teachers in 
the school, 2 of whom were once scho- 
lars. 

A table showing the total number 
of scholars and teachers. 


Total Male Scholars, Children, 313 
Do. Female do. do. 362 
Do. Male _ do. Adults, 55 
Do. Female do. do. 73 
Total, 


have com- | 


808 


| 








| nently useful. 











Total Male Teachers for Children, 1g 

Do. Female do. do. 57 
Do. Male do. Adults, 

Do. Female do. do. 5 

Total, 83 

Berbice —We have now about 249 


Sunday-school scholars, besides a creat 
number of slaves from the country, 
who cannot be formed into a regular 
school, as they are not able to attend 
every Sabbath. 

Domestic Proceedings.—The com- 
mittee feel happy in reporting that 
the right honourable the Earl of Ro- 
den has consented to become the pre. 
sident of this society, an office for 
which his devoted attachment to Sun- 
day-schools, and his personal exertions 
on their behalf, render him peculiarly 
qualified. 

The committee have for a long 
period been sensible of the importance 
and necessity of increasing Sunday- 
schools throughout the country, and 
of rendering those already established 
more efficient, especially as relates to 
religious instruction. While much 
has been done, still more remains to 
be done. Speaking of England gener- 
ally, there ought to be double the 
present number of Sunday-schools, 
teachers, and children; and some ot 
the existing schools are capable of 
great improvement. The establish- 
ment of efficient Sunday-school unions 
has been found the best means of sup- 
plying the deficiencies. The distant 
means of mere correspondence, or an 
occasional transient visit by one of 
your committee, could not be expect- 
ed to produce such an impulse as is 
needed in the Sunday-school system. 
Our American brethren have set us 
the example of employing Sunday- 
school missionaries, who in that ex- 
tensive country have been found emi- 
The only difficulty the 
committee felt in following this good 
example was the smallness of their 
funds: of the principle of the measure 
they have long been convinced, but 
the means had hitherto been wanting. 
They are now happy to report that 
their friends in the north knowing 
these circumstances, have come for- 
ward most liberally, and have agreed 
to raise one half of the necessary 
means. Your committee have en 
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gaged their esteemed fellow labourer, 
Mr. Joseph Reed Wilson, formerly 
secretary of the New Castle Sunday- 
School Union, to devote his whole 
time and energies to the work of a 
Sunday-school missionary. Mr. W. is 
peculiarly qualified for this employ- 
ment from his acquaintance with the 
Sunday-school system, and his zealous, 
persevering, and successful exertions. 
He has already entered on his labours 
at Carlisle, and has succeeded in form- 
ing the North Cumberland Sunday- 
School Society. 

The following is a summary of the 
returns of Sunday-schools: 


Schools.| Tea h.| Scholars. 





Four London Auxi-| 
liaries, 438 

Country Unions for’ 
England, Wales and 
Scotland, 


5,900 | 64,061 


6,417] 71,297 | 669,739 








Total reported in G. | 
Bnitain, 6,855 

In addition to the 
above may be men- 
tioned, although not 
in connexion with 
the Sunday-Schoo! 
Union: 

The Sunday-School So- 
ety for Ireland, 
The Hibernian Socie- 

ty’s Sunday-schools, 271 


77,197 | 


2,117] 15,669 | 173,613 


14,869 





The total amount of the 
above in G. Britain 
and Ireland, 

Last year the numbers 
were, 


9,243] 92,866 | 922,282 





8,793) 83,226 ; 912,250 





Being an increase re- 


ported of, 450} 9,640; 10,032 








The sales from the depository 
during the past year have amounted to 
$21,590, being an increase on the 
former year of $2931. The following 
is asummary of the articles issued: 


Spelling Books and Lessons, 276,882 


Books of Prayer, 8,018 
Hymn Books, 86,704 
Catechisms, 174,663 
School Requisites, Reward and 

other books, 295,648 
Bibles and Testaments, 1,260 | 


Making a total of 843,175 


Issues last year, 791,339 
Increase of ~ 51,836 











ENGLISH SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 


We have been truly delighted with 
the journal of the first missionary [Mr. 
Wilson} 


Union. 


sent out by the London 
We have not room for ex- 
tracts, but would give the following 


fact. He says— 


**On the 18th of May, I attended a 
love feast at Dalston, where a Sunday- 
school is much needed, and where I 
met persons from all the villages round 
about, from whom I got some valuable 
information, and several invitations to 
come out and establish schools. I 
never heard so many delightful testi- 
monies in favour of Sunday-schools; 
one half of those who spoke attribut- 
ing their first serious impressions to 
the instructions they had received 
when attending these nurseries of the 
church of God! It was a truly delight- 
ful season.” 


NEW CASTLE COUNTY UNION, 


We have received the first report 
of the New Castle County Sabbath- 
Sehool Union, (Delaware, ) presented 
on the 26th of March last, and shall 
note its principal contents. 

The report first remarks on the 
object of their society, and on the ad- 
vantages of union generally, and pro- 
ceeds to give in detail the accounts of 
The mana- 
gers have established a depository for 
the sale of Sabbath-school books at 
Wilmington, where the publications of 
the American Sunday-School Union 


seven Sabbath-schools. 


are sold at the same prices as at the 
general book store in Philadelphia. 


If we estimate our population, as 
we may safely, at 28,000, and set down 
one fourth® as between 5 and 15 years 





* One fifth of a given population, it 
is usually estimated, is between the 
ages of 5 and 15 years, —Ep. 
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of age, and this is the common propor- 
tion, we have 7000 children in our 
bounds, who ought to be brought 
within the range of Sabbath-school in- 
struction. We know of only 23 
schools in the county, if we suppose 
the whole number to be 30, and allow 
an average of 60 scholars to each 
school, we shall have 1800 children in 
the course of Bible education. Say 
there are 2000 thus favoured, and we 
have 5000 young immortals left, more 
than two thirds of the whole number, 
without the benefits of the Sabbath- 
school system! To these you may 
add at least 1000 more over fifteen 
years of age, who equally need, and 
if opportunity were granted, would 
cheerfully embrace ail the privileges 
of these useful institutions. 

It is impossible for us, the present 
year, to give to the American Sunday- 
School Union, any thing like an accu- 
rate statement of the number of teach- 
ers, and scholars, &c. in the county. 
At a rough calculation we would say 
there are SU schools, 180 teachers, 
and 1800 scholars. 


At the anniversary, the meeting was 
addressed by Charles Thompson, Esq. 
one of the managers. From this ad- 
dress, which we hope has had an ex- 
tensive circulation in the county, we 


make a short extract. 


Can there be in this assembly, a 
heart so steeled against the feelings of 
humanity, as to refuse joining with us 
in this glorious work. When we look 
at the magnitude of the object, and the 
littleness of the means necessary to 
effect it, we would suppose the diffi- 
culty would be, not to stimulate, but to 
restrain you. The difficulty would be 
we would suppose, not to obtain 
teachers, but to prevent our school 
rooms from being thronged with them 
—some, we fear, apprehend that their 
attendance upon these little ones, 
would be an irksome task. A task! 
it is a glorious privilege, which any 
one, however exalted his station, 
should rejoice to enjoy. Teachers— 
we appeal to you. Have your hearts 
never been burdened with love to 
God, in the midst of these youthful 


| 














assemblies, in pouring light into the 
benighted mind, has no lustre eye, 
been shed upon your own? In pointin 
these young hearts to the bleedin 
Saviour, have not your own hearts 
glowed with a holier love for him? We 
know your answer.—We know that 
you look upon your employment as a 
glorious privilege. But pel 
haps, consider it low and degrading 
“Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not,” is the lan. 
guage of our Saviour, and shall mort! 
man spurn from him those, whom the 
Lord of heaven and earth delighted 
to fold to hisbosom. “ Except ye be. 
come as little children,”’ says th 
same Divine Master, ‘‘ ye cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” And 
is it beneath us to instruct those, like 
whom we must become before we ar 
fit for heaven. Whom the Lord ho- 
noureth, let not man despise. TT! 

should be among us a glorious strug 
gle, who should be foremost in t 


r 

5 
. 

4 


some, 


race of benevolence. Is there an’ 
one that keeps back? Any one 
will not enter the course’ How shall 


we persuade you to join us. Christians 
— we know that it is on your support, 
that we must chiefly rely —and to yo 

we are assured, that we shall not ap- 
peal for help in vain. They, whos 
daily prayer is, ** Thy kingdom come,” 
cannot but rejoice at every opportu- 
nity to aid in quickening this king- 
dom’s march. They whose hearts 
daily beat with rapture over the word 
of God—that balm for every wound,— 
we know will rejoice in having this 
opportunity of aiding us, in offering 
this balm to those who have never yet 
experienced its healing virtues. Is it 
not your daily prayer, that the boun- 
daries of Zion may be enlarged—and 
that the gospel may cover the earth, as 
the waters cover the sea’? Can you 
then refuse to aid an institution, which 
has already added thousands to the 
church’?—and as it goes on extending, 
and extending, will add its millions. Is 
it not your delight to keep holy the 
Sabbath day? And does it not grieve 
your hearts to see it abused’ Come 
then, and aid us in rescuing that sacred 
day from the polluting grasp of Satan. 
With you, we will not urge the tem- 
poral advantages which flow from 
these institutions. Your thoughts, we 
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know, are directed to loftier heights. 
__Heaven and hell; the miseries of the 
damned, and the joys of the blessed— 
are the themes on which you are wont 
to dwell. It is to preserve millions 
from destruction, and to add them to 
that bright and glorious train above, 
that these institutions were formed. 
Followers of Jesus—rejoice that you 
are called upon to aid in so glorious a 
work. 


We have not room for further ex- 
tracts from Mr. T.’s address, and shall 
only further mention, that the Rev. 
E. W. Gilbert, at Wilmington, (Del. ) 
is the corresponding secretary; and Mr. 
Peter Alrichs, treasurer and deposi- 
tary; to either of whom communica- 
tions may be sent. 


DEFENCE OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


The Hon. Willard Hall, president of 
the New Castle Sunday-School Union, 
(Del.) delivered an address at the an- 
niversary meeting of that auxiliary, last 
March, from which we make the fol- 
lowing extracts. 


‘*Here too is the grand spring of all 
opposition to plans of Christian benevo- 
lence. People determine that they 
will not contribute; and they endea- 
vour to pacify their consciences by 
asserting there is no need: or if this 
cannot be asserted, the never failing 
resource of selfishness is at hand; the 
characters and motives of those who 
espouse the cause, are assailed; and 
they are made objects of suspicion. 


This is the same spirit, which in the | 


ages of bigotry and superstition, de- 
stroyed ‘men in nations;’ and it is the 
same spirit which has attacked, with 
all the power it had, every plan of 
benevolence which adorns the present 
day. And it would be wonderful in- 
deed, if the American Sunday-School 
Union should escape. This society 
as done too much, it promises to do 


‘oo much for piety, to hold an undis- 
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turbed course in a world, respecting 
which it is an infallible maxim, ‘If ye 
were of the world, the world would 
love its own; but because ye are not 
of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you.’ The great number of 
books for children published by this 
society, proves that it has brought that 
mighty engine, the press, to operate 
in its most effective power, upon the 
field heretofore little improved by re- 
ligious culture, the youthful mind: and 
these books will satisfy all who will 
read them, that this ‘operation must 
be most beneficial. It has issued in 
three ycars, three millions, seven hun- 
dred and forty one thousand, eight 
hundred anc forty-nine publications. 
Even the mention of this fot has been 
stigmatized as a vain glorious display; 
although it was necessary to give to 
the members of the society informa- 
tion, to which they Were entitled, of 
its proceedings, and to exhibit to the 
public a just view of the need there 
was of such an institution and of its 
obvious usefulness. These books 
have been put into the hands of chil- 
dren, and have not only increased their 
reading, but have superseded, to a 
great extent, the reading common in 
former years,—of idle stories of dwarfs 
and giants, of ghosts and fairies, rid- 
dies and fortune telling,—instilling 
into the tender mind nonsense, vanity, 
and vice; making impressions, of some 
of which the mischief remains while 
life lasts, and of others, we can trace 
enough in the associations to which 
they lead, to be convinced, that the 
evil is generally very extensive, and 
most pernicious. How t the 
change, which the books of this so- 
ciety have produced! books which 
cannot fail to improve the mind and 
the heart, and the number of which 
evinces not merely that they were wel- 
come, but that they have been seized 
on with avidity. 

“Here a charge of a most imposing 
appearance is brought against this so- 


ciety. The character of these pub- 
lications is denounced.—On what 
ground? Is any book selected, or a 


single sentence pointed to, as unfit for 
children’ ‘This appears to be the 
obvious and only just mode of trying 
the character of these publications: as 
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it is not adopted, we are justified in the 
inference, that the contents of the 


' 
' 


books furnish no ground of objection. | 


We then recur to the question, on 
what ground is this charge made’ It 
rests upon the second annual report of 
the society, and respects the object 
and the rule of proceeding fully and 
explicitly avowed and carefully pub- 
lished in this report. The managers 
in this report say, ‘ Your managers 
have observed with regret, that im- 

roper books are too generally placed 
in the hands of vouth—books abound- 
ing with foolisiiness, vulgarity, and 
falsehood, or otherwise deficient in re- 
lation to their moral influence. And 
the experience of the civilized world 
demonstrates that the character of the 
man is built on the principles instilled 
into the mind of the child. Your board 
have felt desirous, therefore, not only 
of furnishing their own schools with 
suitable books, but of introducing such 
books into schools of a different de- 
scription, and of rendering them so 
abundant as to foree out of circulation 
those, which tend to mislead the mind, 
and to fill it with what must be inju- 
rious to it in subsequent life.””. “ Your 
board have been able to find but few 
books, which, without alteration, are 
suitable to be placed in the hands of 
children. ‘They have not been back- 
ward, therefore, to assume the high 
responsibility of revising and altering 
the books they have published, wher- 
ever alterations seemed necessary. 
They have chosen to do this, rather 
than tamely issue sentiments, which in 
their consciences they believe to be 





false,.or inconsistent with the purity of | 


divine truth.” 

“Tam aware that there are some per- 
sons, who are opposed to all religious 
instruction. It is not to be expected 
that these will approve of this society,. 
er any thing which they can do. But 
to any other person, the preceding ex- 
tract should afford occasion for grati- 
tude, not cause of accusation. Is it not 
true, that improper books have been too 
generally placed in the hands of youth, 
and that the character of the man is 
built on the principles instilled (by 
such books frequently) into the mind 
of the child? This truth, the broken 
hearts of parents and the ruin of cbil- 
dren too fully prove. Would it 





not | 





ame 


be doing essential service to the cause 
of virtue to force these books out of 
circulation? But objection is taken to 
the expression ‘ force out of circulation.’ 
and the sound of a grating phrase js 
relied upon to excite prejudice, when 
there is no impropriety in the thing 
itself to produce conviction. The 
proverb, ‘there is no magic in words,’ 
is often practically refuted. But how 
‘force out of circulation’’ and what jc 
to be forced out of circulation’? Th, 

society possesses no power but mora! 
power; it can do nothing but appeal 
to the sense of the community. [ 
can force out of circulation only what 

the community are willing to part 

with, and ean do this only by con. 

vincing them of the propriety of re 

linquishing it. It can force out of cir 

culation the trash so pernicious to the 
tender mind, as a great deal of the 
reading heretofore furnished for chil 

dren (in silly ballads and foolish sto 

ries, and nonsense in almost every 
form) has been—only by affording 
useful books. And this is the precise 
course which this society prescribe: 
for itself. This trash has been toler. 
ated, only because there was nothing 
better. The minds of children are in 
search of information, are eager fo 
reading, sooner than people have been 
aware of; no suitable reading has been 
prepared to gratify this eagerness; and 

the doggerel rhymster and the ballad 
monger have stepped in, and made 
their advantages, and furnished poison, 
when there ought to have been the 
greatest care to select and supply the 
most wholesome food. This society 
has for its object, what ought to have 
been before done, to provide proper 
books in place of those, which through 
carelessness and inattention have been 
suffered. Objection is also taken to 
the mode in which the society prepares 
the books which it issues. The mana- 
gers say, that ‘they have not been 
backward to assume the high respon- 

sibility of revising and altering the 
books they have published, wherever 
alterations seemed necessary.’ That 
they have altered books, the sentiments, 

the ‘language, the ideas—is placed in 
formidable attitude to excite suspicion 
and create alarm. But why do they 
make these alterations’ In the first 
place, «universal experience proves 
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abridgments to be necessary ; for they 
are used in all schools, academies, and 
colleges. For children they are pe- 
culiarly necessary. 


struction, which cannot otherwise be 
communicated to children; because to 
put the entire work in their hands, 
would be to bury it. 


versal. ; 
the language and the ideas of the au- 
thor. In publications issued by this 
society, more than a mere abridgment 
may be necessary; because these are 
to give first impressions to tender 
minds. Where is the author, all whose 
sentiments should be entrusted to chil- 
dren’? All whose thoughts, and all 
whose expressions can be recommend- 
ed? Authors, like other men, are 
very fallible. 
fore for the safety of parents and chil- 
dren, that works designed for children 
should be carefully revised; and that 
not only excrescences should be 
pruned away, but that all false and 
deceptive sentiments should be cor- 
rected. This is taught to every one 
by his own experience, and the calm 
judgment of every parent, of every 
teacher, of every friend of youth, 
would suggest that it is highly impor- 
tant that no book should be put inio 
the hands of a child, until it has been 
carefully revised; all its redundances 
lopped away, that it may not unneces- 
sarily load the mind; and all its impro- 
prieties corrected, that it may not 
pervert or corrupt it. This society 
therefore cannot be condemned for 
revising and altering books, before it 
issues them under its sanction as suit- 
able for children; for it is manifest to 
common sense, that this revision and 
alteration are necessary; and that the 
society could not without gross impro- 
priety recommend books for children 
without revising them, and altering 
them wherever alterations are deemed 
necessary. The managers say, (and 
in this they speak to the experience of 
every one, who has any knowledge 
upon the subject,) that they ‘ have 
been able to find but few books, 
which, without alteration, are suitable 
to be placed in the hands of children,’ 
and that they have, in consequence, 
done what every candid, considerate 





There are many | 
works containing most valuable in- | 


Selection there- | 
fore in the form of abridgment is uni- | 
Every abridgment alters both | 


It is necessary there- | 
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man must approve,—re vised and al- 
tered ‘the books published, wherever 
alterations seemed necessary,’ ‘rather 
than tamely issue sentiments, which in 
their consciences they believe to be 
false, or inconsistent with the purity of 
divine truth.” Who could have sup- 
posed, that this course pursued by the 
society In respect to its publications, 
(open, avowed, public, and it may be 
added, necessary as it is,) would have 
been made the ground of accusation’ 
Who does not in this perceive, how 
prejudice can change the very charac- 
ter of things, by representing and re- 
ceiving that which is highly good and 
useful, as base and evil? 

The society are not guilty of palm- 
ing upon the world their own covert 
opinions under the sanction of other 
names; but they act upon a rule, 
which they are careful to avow and 
publish, and in every book revised, 
there is notice in the title page that it 
hasbeen revised. ‘The rule is, that in 
preparing works to be circulated under 
the sanction of the society, the pub- 
lishing committee adapt them to the 
great purpose in view—the commu- 
hicating pure religious instruction to 
children in a manner suited to their 
capacities and dispositions, so as to en- 
lighten their minds and interest their 
hearts For this purpose, the pub- 
lishing committee select works, care- 
fully revise them, abridge them if too 
long, and expunge or correct any sen- 
timents which they consider erroneous 
or improper, so as not to ‘issue any 
sentiments which they believe to be 
inconsistent with the purity of divine 
truth.’ The publishing committee 
are men of respectable characters: 
they act upon the highest responsi- 
bility, upon which men can act: what- 
ever they do is in the eye of the world: 
whatever they publish has their mark, 
is open to criticism; and their conduct 
involves the character of the society, 
and if improper will destroy its useful- 
ness and jeopardize its existence. 
What greater assurance can we have 
for faithfulness’ What parent, what 


teacher, what friend of truth and piety 


does not rejoice that there is such a 
revision; and that there are works 
sufficient for the use of children that 
pass it; so that the danger of poison- 
ing their minds by what is intended 
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for their nourishment, is averted. 
is obvious to see the only shape in 
which an accusation upon this subject 
could be brought. 
ing committee abused their trust’ 
Have they published any thing false or 
dangerous’ 
dispersed; and if there were any false 
sentiment, it could scarcely escape de- 
tection. If there be one, let it be ex- 
osed. No such sentiment is shown; 
it is not asserted that there is one; and 
we are warranted to say, that the com- 
mittee have discharged this duty, so 
essential to the well-being of the rising 
generation, faithfully; and that they 
deserve gratitude for their disinterested 
and useful labours in this important 
field. 
“There is, however, another charge 
against this society. dt has been de- 


nounced as an organ in a system of | 
Proselytism!—to what? | 


proselytism. 


Why not turn to the books, which in | 


the course of its operations it has pub- 
lished, and show the sentiments which 
these inculcate’ It is scen on recur- 
rence to the preceding objection, that 
there the burden of the song is, that 
the society vevises and alters the 
works of authors. Upon examining 
into the character of this society, that 
we may learn what to apprehend from 
the exercise of this discretion, we find 
in the fourth article of the constitution 
—that ‘the orricens AND MANAGERS 
shall be laymen, and shall be elected by 
ballot.’ 


nations of Christians; Episcopalians, 
Methedists, 


alists, and Presbyterians. As accord- 


ing to the constitution a clergyman | 


cannot be a manager or an officer, 
there is no ground to accuse the so- 
ciety of priestcraft; and as it is com- 
posed of five denominations of Chris- 
tians, the fundamental principle of its 


existence must secure it against sec-_ 


tarism. One of the grounds on which 
it is said sentiments of authors are 
constantly expuneed or corrected, is, 
to free the books published from sen- 
timents peculiar to any sect; and to 
teach only the great truths in which 
these five denominations concur. The 
Bible, without note or comment, is 
the foundation of all instruction in the 
schools. If to teach the pure truths 


Have the publish- | 


The books are widely | 


We also find that the society | 
is composed of five different denom- | 


Baptists, Congregation- | 


It 


| 
i} 


of the Christian religion, be to prose- 
lyte, the society is guilty of the 
charge, and it would glory in it. [y 
no other view can the charge of pro- 


_ selytism be brought.”’ 
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WOODBURY, N. J. 


The Female Sunday-School Society 
of Woodbury, New Jersey, have seve. 
ral schools under their patronage, but 
we believe they each report to us se. 
parately. We think a better plan 
would be to have all the reports of the 
neighbouring schools brought into one 
The school at Woodbury has 3 teach. 


ers and 80 scholars. Three of the 
teachers made a profession of religion 


during the past year. 


The effect produced by Sunday- 
school instruction in this place has 
been good; especially upon those who 
were engaged in it-——all the teachers 
are professors of religion, with one 
exception, those who are constant 
attenders, and those who attend occa- 
sionally. Since the introduction of 
Judson’s Questions into the school, an 
unusual degree of interest is felt, and 
we earnestly desire that those who at- 
tempt to teach others the way to eter- 
nal happiness, may themselves be built 
up in their most holy faith, and be en- 
abled to meet their interesting charge 
at the right hand of God. 


GEORGETOWN, D. C. 


The Female African Sunday-School 


| of Georgetown, D. C. continues to la- 


bour successfully for an interesting 
class of persons. There are 120 scho- 


| lars and 15 teachers. One teacher died 


during the year, leaving a good testi- 
mony of her faith. Three scholars have 
made a profession of religion since the 
last report. In answer to one of the 
questions in the circular, it is said, ‘ Ne 




















minister having a charge in George- 
town, has visited the African school, 


; tig 
or interested himself for it. 


Several instances (says she report, ) 
of hopeful conversion have taken place 
in this school since its institution. A 
convert of former years, has this year 
finished her mortal career, and we con- 
fidently hope, has entered into the joy 
of her Lord. The family in which she 
lived, as well as all who knew her, at- 
test her worth. As a child, parent, 
wife, servant and friend, she was dis- 
tinguished. I instructed her in the 
class several years, and I think I never 
did so much as read a chapter in the 
Bible to her, but she thanked me. _In- 
deed, humility and gratitude were 
among the strongest traits of her cha- 
racter. Amidst so many shipwrecks, 
it was truly pleasant to see one vessel 
enter the harbour of eternal rest, ap- 
parently safe. 


One instance at present in the school 
is particularly pleasing to me. Being 
educated a catholic, she has the pecu- 
liar troubles to encounter to which such 
are subject. But she pursues her ob- 
ject with untiring ardour. When re- 
proved for studying the New Testa- 
ment, she tells them she has learned 
more from that book than from all 
others. Her mind seems to be inquir- 
ing, and though she retains her early 
impressions, yet! hope it is in a way to 
be enlightened by the simple truths of 
the gospel. A very considerable part 
of the adults are pious. With some I 
am particularly pleased. One woman, 
upwards of sixty, and who, till about 
five years since, was much the reverse 
of pious, appears to live more con- 
stantly in a state of lively christian feel- 
ing than the most of my acquaintance. 
Her perseverance in learning, her love 
to christians and christian instruction, 
her fortitude and patience under af- 
fliction, and her constant joy, have of- 
ten been cause of wonder to me. 


The male department of the school 
has been uncommonly good the year 
past. Under the care of good teach- 
ers, though they are fur too few, they 
have been gradually increasing in num- 
bers, and improving in behaviour. 
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| ST. ANDREW’S FEMALE SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 








PHILADELPHIA. 


This school has 168 scholars and 14 
teachers, besides a most interesting 


| and well conducted Bible-class of 30 


members, under the care of one teach- 


er. The library has 355 volumes, of 


which 160 are quite small, for the 
vounger children. 


The qualifications which entitle to 
the use of the library are, regular at- 
tendance, due acquaintance with the 
lessons, and becoming demeanour as 
well in church as school. The week- 


_ly contributions of the children, for 
| the purpose of educating a heathen 


child, have amounted to a sum suffi- 
cient to accomplish their object. Seats 
for the accommodation of both schools 


| in the church have been liberally fur- 


nished by the vestry, but in conse- 
quence of their rapid growth, even 


_ these are found insufficient to accom- 


modate all; and, therefore, that none 
might be deprived of the benefits re- 
sulting from the public ministry of the 
word, it has been deemed expedient to 
employ an episcopal clergyman, whose 
office it is regularly to address them, 
and also to visit the families of their pa- 
rents, for the purpose of communicat- 
ing religious instruction. 

There has been recently connected 
with the society, an Infant Sunday- 
School, superintended by one teacher. 
On account of its recent formation, the 
number who attend is yet but small. 
We have, however, reason to hope that 
our efforts will be crowned with suc- 
cess. Among the institutions of the 
day, calculated to promote the cause 
of the Redeemer, we contemplate this 
in particular with the deepest interest. 
It is a delightful task for a christian to 
lead the mind of any one to the fount 
of knowledge; but when that mind has 
not been shackled by the fetters of 
prejudice or vicious habits, the com- 
parative facility of impressing religious 
truth upon it, becomes an additional 
inducement. We are aware, however, 
that the instruction of children of so 
tender an age, is attended with pecu- 
liar difficulties, and should be under- 


taken by those alone, who, together 
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with an intimate acquaintance with the 
human heart, unite the power of enter- 
ing into the feelings of a mind, untu- 
tored and uninformed. What method 
of instruction is best to be pursued, ex- 
perience must of course decide. We 
cannot but anticipate the time, when 
these institutions shall become general, 
and the first rays that salute the new 
born soul, shall be those of the pure 
light of revelation, and its unfolding 


faculties be refreshed by the beams of 


the sun of righteousness, and the show- 
ers of Divine grace, instead of being 
withered by the frost of vice and infi- 
delity. 


We would take this occasion to men- 
tion, that the union have published, 
recently, a course of large Sheet Les- 
sons, to place against the wall, for 
week-day and Sunday infant-schools. 
Several more lessons have been pre- 
pared, and will be soon printed. At 
the Union’s bookstore will also be 
found, a Manual for Infant-Schools, 
which contains the necessary instruc- 
tions to form and conduct infants’ 
schools; yet we would recommend that 
all who intend to enter on this duty, 
should spend some time in the school 
in Thirteenth street, under the instruc- 
tion of Mr. and Mrs. Bacon. 


For the American Sunday-Schoo!l Magazine. 


““WHAT DO YOU COME TO CHURCH FOR. 


Under the above head, an article ap- 
peared in the last number of your Ma- 
gazine, which I fear may produce an 
effect, that would be far from the ob- 
ject and wishes of your correspondent. 
My fears may be groundless; but as the 
article alluded to may have a a tendency 
to impair the confidence of parents in 
the utility and importance of placing 
their children under the care of Sun- 
day-school teachers during the service 
of the sanctuary, a reply may not be 
deemed improper. For, if parents 


should suppose that such instances of 








carelessness, not to say of insubordins 
tion, on the part of their children, wep. 
of frequent recurrence; their first }; 
pulse would be to withdraw they 
from the care of teachers, and pl 
them under their own immediate 
spection. 


i 


Your correspondent certain]; pr 
sents a very lamentable picture of })j 
experience in supervising the condu 
of his scholars—so lamentable, as 4) 
most to cause a suspicion to rise in ny 
mind, that he was too hasty in pro 
nouncing the school “ well-conduc: 
ed.” The circumstances which he pr. 
lates, of the general] inattention of th, 
scholars, does not establish the fact 
be one of general occurrence. |: 
should be among the first duties of the 
teacher to impress upon the minds 
his charge the great importance of 
rigid obse ‘rvance of good order whil 
in church, and when a proper disc 
pline is once established, the task 
preserving order among the scholar 
will be comparatively easy. But as :t 
is not my intention to propose rules fo 
the government of teachers, I shall 
proceed to the consideration of t 
question, “what good arises fro: 
bringing these children to church” 
Your correspondent has ably answered 
it in the following paragraph. ‘A 
good habit is in many cases formed 
which continues through Ii life, and the 
are kept from profaning a great po! 
tion of the Sabbath, and from acquir 
ing many evil practices in the streets;” 
and I may add, they have an opport 
nity offered to them of wors! nipping 
their Creator in the d: ys of their youth 

—and of improving their hearts and 
minds, if they but pay a proper regard 
to the services. 


By a constant attendance upon pub 
lic worship, they are taught to feel its 
importance—they have subjects pre- 
sented to them for profitable reflection 
—and they acquire an attachment for 
the services which will not depart from 
them. Indeed, the good resulting 
from their attendance is so obvious, 
pe it is unnecessary to dwell upon it. 

I will, therefore, proceed to point out 
a few objections to the adoption of the 
plan recommended by your corre- 
spondent. ‘‘ Keeping the children in 
the school:” it is to be feared, would 
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cause them to relax in their estimate of 
the importance of an attendance at 
ehurch. While in the school, they 
are free from that feeling of awe, which 
irresistibly forces itself upon them dur- 
ing the services of the sanctuary. ‘I hey 
think that a sermon is something fo- 
reign to the duties of the school-room ; 
and they therefore do not feel so strong- 
ly their obligation to attend to it. Pa- 
ramount to all these considerations, is 
the duty (which attaches with equal 
force as well to teachers as scholars, ) 
of aregular and punctual attendance 
upon public worship. 


In most schools, I believe, the prac- 
tice recommended by your correspond- 
ent, of examining the scholars collec- 
tively on the selected lessons, obtains. 
It occupies the time immediately pre- 
vious to church hours; and, with de- 
ference to the longer experience of 
others, | would observe, that there 1s 
more danger of giving the children a 
distaste for the exercises of the school 
hy unreasonably prolonging the time 


passed there, than there would be of | 
fatiguing them with the services of | 


the church by a regular attendance. 
Upon the expediency of establishing 
a church exclusively for children, I do 
not at present wish to remark. 1 would 
not throw any obstacle in the way of 
accomplishing an object, from which 
your correspondent looks for such 
good results——but in the absence of an 
institution of the kind, I must offer my 
feeble protest against the custom of 
keeping the children from a regular 


attendance upon the stated worship of | 


the sanctuary. A. 


PRAYER. 


Mr. Editor,—The following was 
written with a sincere desire to awaken 
Cif possible) a spirit of prayer among 
Sabbath-school teachers. If you con- 
sider it expedient, please give it a 
place in your Magazine. E. 


Hart ‘ford. 


Much time is spent by the faithful 


Sabbath-school teacher, in prayer for | 


the children. committed to his charge; 
then why do we see so little good re- 
sulting from the labours of an associa- 





tion of teachers’ W hy is it that we 
think it a great thing, when we hear of 
one, two, or pe rhaps ten children be- 
ing brought from darkness to light, 
through the instrumentality of the Sab- 
bath-school’ Surely it is great, it is 
enough to fill all heaven with increased 


joy, to hear of the conversion of one 


immortal; but we do not pray for one, 
or ten, or even twenty, and leave the 
rest; no, we ought to pray for all; and 
is not God as well able to save all asa 
few’ or, is he unwilling to show his 
power in the conversion of many? Ah 
no—the Lord’s arm is not shortened 
that it cannot save, neither is his ear 
heavy that it cannot hear—he is more 
willing to give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him, than earthly parents are 
to give good things to their children. 
Why then do we not hear continually, 
of revivals of religion in our Sabbath. 
schools’ Why do we not see the praise 
of God perfe cled out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings? Is it not for want 
of faith? for want of a practical belief 
in the promises of God?—we are not 
straitened in God, but we are strait- 
ened in ourselves. 

Let each Sunday-school teacher se- 
lect those of his own class, whose sal- 
vation he really desires; let him set 
apart a particular season to present 
their case before the Lord; let him 
look over the promises made to those 
who pray in faith; let him ask in pro- 
portion to the willingness of God to 
grant—and who will be the impenitent 
Sabbath-school scholar that is left? 

We need not say that the salvation of 
allis more than we deserve, or more 
than we have reason to expect—do we 
deserve any good thing from the hand 
of God?--but he is as willing to grant 
us all the desire of our hearts as a part; 
Christians have been too long in the 
habit of praying for many, without 
praying for al’ When will that glo- 
rious time come, when all shall know 
the Lord? Oh, Sabbath-school teach- 
er, do not longer neglect this great 
privilege, the privilege of prayer—but 
plead in earnest, with your Father in 
heaven, (who graciously stoops to hear 
your request, ) plead, yes, wrestle, un- 
til you see every child committed to 
your charge, walking along happily in 
the paths of wisdom, and in the way to 
neaven 
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256 The Mother’s Gift. August. 


Extract of a Letter to the Corresponding Se- 
cretary. 


ORANGE COUNTY 8S. 8S. UNION. 


I herewith enclose to you a copy of 
the proceedings, organization, and 
constitution of our County Sunday- 
School Union, together with three dol- 
lars, as an acknowledgment of our re- 
lation to the American Sunday-School 
Union. 

Resolved, That Samuel S. Seward, be 
appointed President; James W.Wilkin, 


first Vice President; Isaac Belknap, | 
2d do.—Dr. Millspaugh, Sd do— | 


James Finch, 4th do.—Jonas Storey, 


Treasurer; Rev. Dr. Fisk, Correspond- | 
ing Secretary; Robert Denniston, Re- | 


cording do. 


Our prospects are more encouraging | 


than formerly, but we dare not hope 
this year to accomplish what we con- 
sider the great object of this county 
auxiliary, viz. fo organize a Sunday- 
school in every school district in the 
county. Our Goshen union will be 
auxiliary to, or merged in the County 
union. In all the districts connected 
with my congregation, we have suc- 
ceeded beyond my expectation in or- 
ganizngaschool. Iam not able now 
to say how many scholars and teachers 
we number, but feel safe in saying that 
we have not less than seven hundred, 
including both teachers and scholars 
connected with the Goshen Union. 

In one of our schools, one teacher 
and two scholars have recently gained 


a hope in Christ for pardon and salva- — 
We have never seen any thing | 


tion, 
like the interest which is now felt 
here in the Sunday-school cause—for- 
merly we have had great difficulty 
to get teachers—but now we could 
get as many as we need. It is de- 
ightful to see the engagedness of all 
concerned—many teachers sit in 


church on Sabbath afternoon with their | 


book of Questions before them, the 
better to understand and remember the 
lecture on the lesson. All the schools 
in the Goshen Union study the same 
lesson, that they may profit by the lec- 
ture. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
“ Levest thou mc?....Feed my lambs.” 


Mr. Editor—The following lines were received, 
a short tune since, from a valued friend; if 











Oe ee 


considered sufficiently interesting, they are 
at your service for your valuable Magazine. 


TO MY FRIEND S——-. 


Sarah! the task be thine to cuide 
Untutor’d youth in Wisdom's way; 

Teach them from sin to turn aside— 
Point them to Christ, and humbly pray, 


That he who laid his Godhead by, 
And left the lofty courts above, 
Partook of our humanity, 
And died to prove that he was love,— 


Would crown your efforts with success, 
And grant that the instruction given, 
May lead to peace and happiness, 
And guide their wand’ring feet to heay'p 


May you around the throne of love, 
Unite to praise the Saviour’s grace— 

Teachers and children meet above, 
And see Immanuel face to faec, 


Without the dimning veil between, 
That now conceals his glorious light, 
Here, sin and sorrow intervene, 
There, faith is swallowed up in sight! 
C. 


THE MOTHER’S GIFT—THE BIBLE. 


Remember, love, who gave thee this, 
When other days shall come ; 
When she, who had thy earliest kiss, 
Sleeps in her narrow home. 
Remember, ‘twas a mother gave 
The gift of one she'd die to save. 


The mother sought a pledge of love, 
The holiest for her son ; 

And from the gifts of God above, 
She chose a goodly one. 

She chose for her beloved boy, 

The source of light, and life, and joy; 


And bade him keep the gift,—that when 
‘The parting hour would come, 

They might have hope to meet again 
In an eternal home. 

She said his faith in that would be 

Sweet incense to her memory. 


And should the scoffer in his pride, 
Laugh that fond faith to scorn, 

And bid him cast the pledge aside, 
That he from youth had borne,— 

She bade him pause, and ask his breast 

If he, or she had loved him best. 


A parent's blessing on her son 
Goes with this holy thing: 
The love that would retain the onc, 
Must to the other cling. 
Remember! ‘tis no idle toy,— 
A mother’s gift,—remember, bev! 





